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INT ROD UC T ION. 


JR. Voltaire, at the head of the Deiſls 


abroad; Preſident Edwards and Mr. 
Toplady, at the head of the Calviniſts in 
America and Great Britain; and Dr. [Tartley, 


leconded by Dr. Prieftley and Mr. Hume, at the 


head of many ingenious philoſophers; have of 
late years joined. their literary forces to bind 
man with what Mr. Toplady calls“ INELUC- 
TABILIS ORDO RERUN“ or * the extenfave 
fertes of adamantine links,” which form the 
chain of © ABSOLUTE NECESSITY ; An 
inviſible chain this, by which if their ſcheme 
is true, God and Nature irreſiſtibly bind upon 
us all our thoughts and actions; ſo that no good 
man can abſolutely think or do worle no 
wicked man can at any time think or do better 
than he does, each exactly filling up the 
meaſure of unavoidable virtue or vice, which 
God, as the firſt cauſe or the predeſtinating and 
neceſſitating author of all things, has allotted to 
him from all eternity. 

Mr. Toplady triumphs in ſeeing the rapid 
progrels, which this doctrine makes by the help 
of the above-mentioned authors, who ſhine with 
diſtinguiſhing luſtre in the world. Mr. Weſley,” 
ſays he, laments, that Neceſſity is © The ſcheme, 
which is now adopted by not a few of the moſt 
ſenſible men in ie nation,” „I agree with 
him, as to the fact. But I cannot deplore it as 
a Calainity, The progreſs, which that doctrine 
ba! ce years made, and is ſtill making in the 
Kiga. as a moſt happy and promiſing 
ſymptom.” &c. | 
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J flatter myſelf, that I have already ſhewn, 


upon theological phnrcpes, the miſchievous 


abſurdity of that ſpreading doctrine, in my 
Anjwer to Mr. Toplady's Fendication of the 
Decrees, But, as he has lately publiſhed a 
book entitled “ The /cheme of chriſtian and 
philoſophical neceſſity, afferted in propoſition to 
Mr. 7. WESLEY S ad on that [ubject ;" 
and as he has advanced in that book ſome more 
arguments taken from philoſophy and ſcripture, 
I cannot do my ſubjett juſtice without taking 
notice of them .alſu..——To delend tiuth effec. 
tually, error muſt be entirely demoliſhed. So 
without any farther apology, I preſent the 
lovers of truth with the following ſupplement 
to my refutation of the grand error, which ſup- 


ports the Calvinian and Voltairian goſpels, 
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A view belle ' doftvine of "Abſolute Necefity,/av'it is 


maintained by Mr. Toplady and his adherents.— 
This doctrine {as well as Manicheiſm makes Cod 
the author of every fin, 


ONTROVERTISTS frequently accufe their 
; opponents of holding deteſtable or abſurd 
docttines, which they never advanced, and which 
have no. neceſſary connexion with their prin- 
ciples. That I may not be guilty of ſo ungenerous 


a proceeding, I ſhall, firſt, preſent the reader with 


an. account of Neceffity and her pedigree, in Mr, 
Toplady's own words, 

Scheme of chriſtian and philoſophical Neceſſity, page 
13, 14, If we diſtinguiſh accurately, this ſeems to 
have been the order in which the moſt judicious 
of the ancients conſidered the whole matter. 
Firſt, God ;—then, his Mill: —then Fate ; or the 
ſolemn ratification of his Will, by paſſing and 
eſtabliſhing it into an unchangeable decree 
then Creation: then Necefty ; i. e. fuch an in- 
diſſoluble concatenation of fecondary cauſes and 
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elfe cts, as has a native tendency to ſecure the cer- 
_tainty, of all events, as, one wave is IMPELLED by 
another *F—then Providence; i. e, the omnipreſent, 
omnivigilant, all-diretting” | he might have added 
ALL-IMPELLING] “ ſuperintendency of divine wil- 
dom and power, carrying the whole pre-concerted 
ſcheme. into actual execution, by the ſublervient 
mediation of fecond cauſes, which were created 
for that end.“ \ 

This is a full view of the doctrine, which the 
Calvinifts, and the better fort of Fataliſts defend, 
I would only atk a few queſtions upon it.—(1) If 
all our actions, and conſequently all our fins 
compoſe the ſeventh link of the chain of Ca- 
vinilm ;—If the firſt link is God; the ſecond, his 
IFi; the third, his Decree ; the fourth, Creation ; 
the fifth, Neceſſity ; the ſixth, Providence; and the 
ſeventh, Sing is it not as eaſy to trace the pedigree 
of Sin, through Providence, Neceſſity, Creation, God's 
Decree, and God's ill, up to God himſelf; as it is 
to trace back the genealogy of the Prince of Wales, 
from George III. by George II. up to George 1? 
And upon this plan, is it not clear, that Sin is as 
much the real of-/þring of God, as the Prince of 
Wales is the real off-ſpring of George the firſt P— 
(2) If this is the caſe, does not Caluiniſm, | or if 
you, pleaſe  Fateliſm or Necęſſitarianiſm] abſolutely 
make God the Aurnok or six by means of his 
WIII, bis DECREE, his CREATION, his Neces- 
'SITALION,., his IMP&LLING,, PROVIDENCE? And, 
Horrible to think? does is not unavoidably fol- 
low, that the monſter fn, is the offspring of God's 
Providence—the offspring of God's Neceffitation— 
the offspring. of Gad's Creatian—the offspring of 
God's. Decree—the offspring of God's Wril—he 
off piiog of G OD, HIMSELEP—(3):11 this Manichean 
doGrine is tue, when Chrilt came to deſttoy ſin, 
did be not Come to, de ſtioy the work of God, | 
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rather than the work of the devil? And when 
Preachers attack $18, do they not attack God's 
probidence God's neceſſtt ation God's creation 
God's derer Gens will and God hiqmlelf P— 
(4) Lo do Gad and his '6racles juſtice, ought we 
not to give the following ſcriptural genealogy of 
fra X'inſut a is the offspring of a funful 
choice ;j—a bnful cheice is the offspring of e- 
perverſion Hand lelf-perverſion may or may not 
follow from raHR-wilt put in a ftate of probation, 
or under a practicable law. When you begin at 
Sin, you can never aſcend higher than Free-will e 
And when you begin at Cod, you can never 
deſcend” lower than Free-will : thus, (1) God ;j— 
(2) His will to make free-willing, accountable 
creatures 13) His putting his will in execution 
by the actual Creation of ſuch creatures 4) 
Legiſlation on God's part ;—(53) Voluntary, unne- 
ce llitated 05-dience, on the part of thoſe who make 
a good uſe of their free-will And (6) Voluntary 
unnecelſitated diſobedience on the part of thoſe who. 
make a bad uſe of it, Hence it is evident, that, 
by ſubſtituting neceſtty for free-will, and abſolute 
decrees for righteous legiſlation, Mr, Toplady breaks 
the golden chain, which our gracious Creator 
made, and helps Manes, Auguſtin, Calvin, Hobbes, 
Voltaire, Hume, Dr. Hartley, and Dr. Prieſtley, 
to hammer out the iron-clay chain, by which the; 
hang ſin upon God himſelf, {5} If all our ſins, 
with all their circumſtances and aggravations, 
are only à part of e whole PRECONCERTE 5. 
fene me, which divine wiſdem ad power“ abſo- 
lutely and irreſiſtibly “carry into actual execution, 
by the ſubſervient mediation, of fecond cauſes, ty lic 
were-created ok THAT END ;“ WHO Farr e 
blame finners for anfwering tur 'tNDb* for whic 
they were abſolutely created ö Who can refuſe'to 
exdulpate [tid piiy the reprobates,* Whom alt. 
mpellnsg omnipot Cakties. I i 
hell, as irreſiſtibly as a floating cork is carried 
towards the More by HO bitte c meh recef. 
nes ö a ſarily 


cious, irrehiſtible decree, This Mr, Topla 
"realy aflerts in the following argument. 
1 


165827 Sect. r. 


farily imbel one another? And who will not be 
aſtoniſhed at the Erronegus. notions, which the 


conſiſtent Calvinifts have of their God ? 


A God this, who neceſſitates, yea, wmpells men to fin 


by his , will—hjs decree—his neceſfitation—and 
his providence: then gravely weeps and bleeds 


over them for finning :—and- after having necel- 


"fitated and impelled the non-ele& to diſbelieve 
and deſpiſe his blood, will ſet up. a jadgment-ſeat 
to damn them for nece/arily carrying his precongerted 
ſcheme into actual execution, as * ſecond cauſes hien 


were created for that end ?” g 
Oh! but they do it voluntartty, as well as 
neceſſarily, and therefore they ate accountable, and 


Judicabie.”—TTF1s calvinian ſalvo makes à bad 


matter worſe. For, if all thetr fins are neceſſarily 


brought about by God's all-impelling decree, their 
"WILLING and bad choice are brought about by the 
Tame preconcerted, irreſiſt ible means; one of the ends 
of God's nece//itatton, with reſpect to the reprobate, 


being to make them hn with abundantly cREATER 
$ T1 F "—_ | 
ſreedom and choice, than it they were not necef- 
"fitated and tnipeiled by God's Pre ny Rſs ellica- 
Ly indi- 


Page 13. They” | man's, attions—man's Jn] 
may Va at one and the fame lime, free and neceſ- 
ſary too. When Mr. Weſley is very, hungry. and 
tired, he is neceflarily, and yet freely, diſpoſed. to 
food or reſt.— His wil is— concerned in fitting 
down to dinner, or in courting repoſe, when 
necefity impells to either, —Necefſarily biaſſed as he 
is to thaſe mediums of recruit; he has recourſe to 
them as freely, (i. e. as voluntarily, and with as 


mach pelle, Chgice, Ife, and reliſh) 25 if neceſſity 


Was quite out of the caſe 3 nay, and with abun» 
dantly GRFATER, freedom and choice, than if he 
was not ſo necefliiated and impelled,? = 
Is not this as much as to fay F As cee, 
the deughter of God's decree; impells Mr, Weſley 
toFeat, by giving him an appetite to food; $0 1t 
| 4 tormeily 
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formerly impelled Adam, and now it impells.all 
the reprobates to fin, by giving them an appetiſe 
to wickedneſs: And, neceſſarily, braiſed as they are 
to adultery,, robbery, and other crimes, they..com- 
mit them “ as freely, i. e, with as much appetite 
and choice, as if neceſſity were quite out of the cale ; 
Nay, and with ABN DAN TTT SREATER freedom 
and choice, than if they were not ſo neceſſitated 
and impelled?“ —Is not this reviving one of the 
moſt impious tenets of the Manichres PIs it not 
confounding the Lamb of God with the old dragon, 
and coupling the celeſtial dove with the infernal 

ſervant 0. TC 3 

f you, aſk, ++ Where is the flaw of Mr. Top- 
lady's argumentative illuſtration ?“ J anſwer, It 
has two capital defects: (1) That God's will, his 
decree, and his providence, impel Mr, Welley to 
eat when he is hungry, is very true; becauſe 
eating, in ſuch a caſe, is, in general, Mr. Wefley's 
duty, and reminding him of his want of ter 

ment, by the lenlation which we. call hunger, is a 

peculiar favour, worthy of the Parent of good to 

beſtow, , But the queſtion is, whether God's will, 
decree, and providence tmpelled Adam to chuſe the 
forbidden fruit rather than any other, and excited 

bl David to go to Uriah's wiſe, rather than'to his 

ct own Vives | How illogical, how deteſtable 1s this 

. concluſion ! God neceſſitates and. impels us to do 

1} „910851 : . 

p © wickedneſs (But (2) The greateſt abſurdity belong- 
<ing to Mr, Toplady's Mo fration. is, his pretending 
to overthrow the doctrine of free: will, by urging 
"the hunger, Which God gives to Mr. Welley, 
in order to neceſſitate and impel him to eat, accord- 
"Ing to. the decree, of calvinian wecefitation, which 
18 ee, irreſiſtible. Mr. T. ſays [page 13] 
e call that NECESSARY, which CANNOT BE 
orattW rs than,it ts,” Now 19 55 Welley's cat- 

ing when he. is, hungry, is by no , means _.cal- 
oath eee Thee Be" 52 bn Buble 
times reverſed t ie degree of v6 h | nger by N 
and if he were put to the Tad nts bY E 


woman, 
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woman, who was to ſtarve, or to kill and eat her 
own child, he both cauld and would go full againſt 
the neceffitation of his hunger, and never eat 
more, Mr. Toplady's illuſtration therefore, far 
from proving, that God's neceſſitation el ch T 
impels us to commit /in, indirectly demanttrates, 
that God's neceſſitation does not ſo much as abſo- 
lately impel us to do thoſe things, which the very- 
laws of our conſtitution and nature uſelf bind 
upon us, by the ſtrong nece//ity of ſelf-preleryation. 
For ſome people have lo far reliſted the urgent 
calls of nature and appetite, as nat only to make 
themſelves eunuchs för the kingdom of heaven's 
fake, but even literally to ſtarve themlelves to 
death. 
I I once ſaw a man, who played the moſt amazin 
3 tricks with a pack of cards, His {kill confiſted in 
ſo artfully ſhuffling them, and imperceptibly ſub» 
ſtituting one for another, that when you thought 
you had fairly fecured the king of hearts, you 
| found yourſelf poſſeſſed only of the knave of clubs. 
FT The defenders of the doctrine of neceſſity ate not 
j lels *fkilful. © I have ſhewn in another traft, with 
what ſubtilty Mr, T.—uſes * permifiion” for each, 

* ſalvation due,” for eternal tor ments enfured ; 

— not enriching,” for abſolute repropation aud 
6 paſfing by,“ for abſolutely appointing to remedileſs 
"fin, and eberla ting burnngs. Let us now conſider 
the grand, logical ſubſtitution, which deceives that 

efitleman, and by which he milleads the admirers 
of his ſcheme. 

Page 14. I acquieſce in the old diſtinction of 
neteſiiy {a diſtinction 3 pteéd by Luther and others] 
into a neceſſity or COMPUTSLON, aud a _necefity or x- 
FALLISLE CERTAINTY.— We may ſay of the earth, 
for inſtance, that it elrcuits the ſun by COMPULSQRY 
neceſſity.” The neceffily of 1NFALLIBLE certainty is of 
2 very different kind, and only renders, 97 8 event 
INEVITABLY' tz Without any ape force 
on the will of the agent. If N . ſaid, 
* The necelli ity of the he prophecy, oa 678 Certain 


faturity, 
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faturity, conſiders an event ag certainly future; 
but puts no calvinian, irreſiſtible bias on the will 
of the agent;” I would have ſubſcribed to his 
diſtinction. But inſtead, of the word TRULY, cer- 
tain, or cERTAINEY future, Which would have 
perfectly explained what may improperly be called 
neceſſity of prophecy, and what ſhould be. called 
ertain"futurity ;—inſtead of thoſe words, I ſay, he 
artfully ſubſtitutes, firſt * 1nraLLIBLY certain,“ 
and then, © 1iNgEvITABLY future,” The, phraſe 
INYALULIBLY certain may be admitted to paſs, if 
9 5 underſtand by it that which DOEs NOT, FALL fo 
appen: but if you take it in a rigid ſenſe, and 
mean by it, that which CANNOT ABSOLUTELY FAIL 
to happen, you get a ſtep out of the way, and then 
you may ealily go on ſhuffling your logical cards, 
till you have impoſed fataliſm upon the ſimple, 
by making them believe that certaznly , future, 
OY future, and ineutably. future, are. three 
P raſes of the ſame import; whereas the difference 
etween the firſt and the laſt phraſe is as great, as 
the difference between Mr, Weſley's ſcriptural 
docttine of free-will, and Mr. T—'s Manichean 
dattrine of ablolute neceſſity. 


It is the property of error to be conſiſtent, Ac- 
cordingly we find that Mr, T—, after baving told 
us (p. 14) that the neceſſity of infallible certainty, 
which rendeis the event inevitably future, lays no 
compulſory force on the will of the agent, tells us in 
the very lame page, that his calvinian neceſſity is 
% ſuch an 1NDISSOLUBLE cox cATrEZ NATION of 
ſecondary caules—| C&EATED FOR THAT END ww 
and of effects. as has a native tendency. ta ſecure 
the certainty of all events” i. e. of all volitions, 
murders, adulteries, and, inceſts „ ſicut ,unda 
IMPELLITUR unda;“ —as one wave IMPELS another 
or, as the firſt ink of a ſtrait; chain, Which, you 
pull, draws the ſecond—the ſecond, the third 
and ſo on. Now, if all our volitions are PUSHED 
roRWAAD by God through the means of his 
abſolute will—his irrehftible decrce—his efficacious 
bg ou / creation 
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creation—and his all- conquering necefitetionp which 
is nothing but an adamantine chain vt fecond 
cauſes. created by Providence, in order to produce 
abſolutely all the effects which ate produced, and 
to make them imel each other, * as one ware 
IMPELS another ;'* we deſite to know, bow our - 
volifions can be thus irreffibly iuris upon us, 

„ Without any COMPULSORY: force oh oui.“ 
1 do not ſee how Mr. 1 — can get over this chn- 
tradiction, otherwiſe than by laying, that, although 
God's neceſſitation is irteſiſtibly inpανν.b yet it is 
not at all compulſory ; although it @d/olutely impets © 
us to will, yet it does not in the leatt compel us to 
be willing, But would ſo frivolous, ſo abſurd a 
diſtin&ion_ as this, wipe off the foul blot, Which 
the ſcheme. of neceſſiiy fixes on the Father of 
lights, when it repreſents him as the firlt cauſe, © 
and the grand contriver of all our ſinful volitions? 
Mr. 1— [p. 133, 134] among other particulars * 
of Manicheilm, gives us the following account of 

that ſtrange religion, © There are two independent 
Gods, or infinite Principles: viz. —light, and 
earkneſs, The firſt is the author of all good: and | 
the ſecond, of. all evil, The evil God made fin. | 

| The good God and the bad God wage impla- ; 

cable war againſt each other; and perpetually * 

clog and diſconcert one another's ſchemes and 

operations. Hence men are impelled, &e," to 

good, or to evil, according as they come under 

the power of the good deity, or the bad one.“ 

Or, to ſpeak calviniſticelly, They are neceſſarily 

made willing to believe and obey, if they are the 

elected object of everlaſting love, Which is the 

fern z and they are tefiſtibly made wile 

ing to diſbelieve and dilobey, if they are the 

reprobated objects of everlaſting wrath, Which is 

the evil Principle. For free-will has no more place 

in Wee than it bas in Calviniſm.” Hebel & 

it appears, that, ſetting aſide the other peculiarities 

of each ſcheme, the grand difference between 
f | — Calvin 
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Calvi and Manes, contrts in Calvin's making 
everlaſting electing, neceflitating Lobe, and ever- 
laſting, reprobating, neceſſitating Hrati flow, from 
the lame divine Principle; whereas Manes more 
realonably ſuppoſed; that they flow from two con- 
trary, principles. i Whoever therefore denies Free- 
will, and contends for Neceiſity, embraces before | 
he is aware, the capital error of the Manichees : 4 
and it is well, it he does not hold it in a leis 
reaſonable manner than Manes himſelf did. 41 
believe“ [adds Mr. Toplady] “ it is abſolutely 
impoſſible to trace quite up to its ſource, the 
antiquity of that hypotheſis, which abſurdly affirms 
the exiſtence of two eternal, contrary, indepen- 
dent principles.—— W hat led ſo many wiſe people, 
and for ſo great à ſeries of ages, into fuch a 
wretched miſtake 3» where chiefly, 1 ſuppoſe, theſe 
two conſiderations: (1) That evil, both moral and 
phyſical, are poſitive things, and fo muſt have a 
poſitiue cauſe.—— (2) That a Being, perfectly good, 
could not from the very nature of his exiſtence be 
the cauſe of ſuch bad things.“ A 3 
Here Mr, Toplady reaſons like a judicious divine. 
The misfortune for his ſcheme is, that his * two 
conſiderations,“ like two millſtones, grind” cal - 
vigiſm to duſt; or, like two cogent arguments 
force us to embrace the dofrine of free-will, or 
the error of Manes, Mr. T. ſeems awate of this; 
and therefore to ſhew that Cod can, upon the 
Calvinian plan, abſolutely predeſtinate, and effec- 
tually bring about fia, by 'muking men willing to 
fin, 4n.the, day of his irreſiſtible power; and that 
neverthelels he is not the author and fir ſt cauſe of 
fs ,,T0,.ſhew. this,' I ſay, Mr. T. aſſerts, “ That 
evail;; whether phyſical or moral, does not, upo rt J 
narrow inſpection, appear to have 0 1 05 

P 


poſitivity ,inmat, as it is probable thoſe dncients ſyp- 
paled.“ Ney. be inſinuates, that, 26 “ Sick neſz is 
a privalion of heaith;“ ſo the Ninfulneſs of any 
human action is ſaid to be a privation;“ being 
called arua, tegatity and he adds, that, won- 

* der ful 
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derful. as the thing may appeat, Dr. Watts, in bis 
Logic, „ ventures. to treat, of {in under the tille 
of not being“ When, Mr.  Toplady, hes thus 
cleared the way, and modeſtly intimate d that ſin, 
being a kind of nomentity, can have ng pipe 
cauſe, he propoſes the grand queſtian, . M ether 
the great Firſt Cauſe, who is. infinitely and; merely 
good, can be, either efficzently or defictently, the 
author of them,“ i. e. | according to the context] 
the author of nguity, injuſtice, impiety, and vice ; 


as well as the author of the natural evil, b 


God puniſhes fin? 


y w hich 


T. anſwers this queſtion thus: 
le word $ermyhon ſolves 
ar as it can be ſolved,“ 
&c, and page 141, he ſays, © We know ſcarce any 
of the views, which induced uncreated goodnefs 
to 0RDAIN (for, &c. 1 ſee no great difference 
and ORDAINING) the zntro- 
grefſion, or more properly the 1xNTROM1SS1ON, of 
evil.“ . Here Mr. Toplady goes as ſar as he de- 
cently can: rather than grant, that we are cndued 
with free will, and that when God hed made angels 
and men free-willing. creatures, in order to judge 
them according to their own works, he could not, 
without inconſiſtency, rob them of ſree-will by 
neceſſitating them to be either good or wicked: 
rather, I lay, than admit this ſcriptural dottrine, 
which perfectly clears the gracious Judge of all the 
earth; Mr, Toplady fiiſt mdreRiy and decently 
Extenuates fin, and brings it down to almoſt nothing; 
and then he tells us, that God oRDAIN EO it, Is 
s preferabie to this Cal- 
r. I. grants, that God 


Page 139, Mr, 
«In my opinion, the fin 
the whole difficulty, as 


between permitting 


not the openneſs of Mane 
vinian winding — When 


geck n is) 


a dn ned En and hen fe ch arges «the in- 
H of evil” upon, God, des he not graut all 
that Mines in! this refpekt contended for? And 
Rave not the Manichear nheteſſitarians the advans 
tage byer Mr. I, when they Uſſert, that print 
cipte, which" abfoluiely® ordains, yea nece{[ivates 
fin and all the works of darkvefs,'is a fk and 
evil principle ? "Can" we'doubt of it if we believe 
thefe ſayings of Chriſt, Out of the [evil] heart pre- 
cced evil thoughts, Sc. By "their works *ye Mall rio 
teh. Ve tree is known by its fruit FF 7 
Again; If «+ fin, or rather the”finfilneſs;ofvan 
action, may be properly called a Net being! or a 
Non · entity, as Mr. Toplady inconſiſtently infihuates, 
page 137; it abſurdly follows; that crookedneſs; or 
the want of ſtraitnefs in a line, is a mere prevation 
alſo, or a not being : whereas reaſon and feeling tell 
us, that the crookedneſs of a crooked' line, is ſome- 
thing every way as poſitive as the ftraitneſs of a 
ſtrait line. To deny it is as ridiculous ps to'atfert, 
that a circle is a not being, decauſe it is not made 


of ſtrait lines like a ſquare; or that a murder 


ſpecie of non. entity, becauſeft is not the legallexe- 
cution of a condemned ralefiftor, Nor can Mr. 


T. mend his error by Riding st behind u Dr. Watts's 


logic ;” for the wörld knows, Rat Dr. Watts was 
a Calbinfſt, When he wrote thät BGR; and there- 


tore; judicidus as he wü, the veil/of error pre- 
Vvedtedk Him kr ſfee ing khenetHat part of ih truth 
which I chntetfd for.: i bet , ee 


Once more; WHdNG NG poſtivecaeyor 
not C for Mr. J. inſttidateꝭ both tiefe dyQtrints, with 


the inconfiſtency ptevtiar to His y tem Beg leave 
to involve him in à dil emma whith wüll meet him 
at the front or beck qoor of his in ο en h. 
Either ſin isa rea thing, and has a-poſitiye;caule 2 
or it inet a reaching, and has no poſitive cauſe, 
If it is nota Fell thing, and has no-pofitive caaſe; 

why daes Gad poſitively ſend the wicked to ha4lfor 


a priuution, which they have not boſctively cauſed ? 
And if lia is a real thing-ora pokirvemoral.cr1gok 
ese B 2 edneſs 
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edneſs of the will of a finger, and'as ſuch Has a 
poſitive cauſe ; can that pofitive cauſe be any other 
than the /*!f-perverfion of fiee- will, or the impellin 
decree of fin ordainipg God ? If the pofitive caute 
of Hn is the V perverſtion of free-will, is it not 
evident, that lo lure as there is ſin in the world, 
thee doQrine of 'free-will is trve? But if the poſitive 
Cauſe of ſin is the impelling decree of a $1N-ORDAIN- 
"ING, fin-necefſitating God; is it not inconteſtable, 
that the capital docttine of the Manichees {the 
doctrine of ab/olute neceſſity] is true; and that there 
is in the Godhead an evi! principle Y ſignifies liitle 
whether you call it matter, darkneſs, . everlaſtin 
"free-wrath, or org which poſitively ordains an 
"irrefiſtibly cauſes ſin? In a word, is it not clear, 
that the ſecond goſpel. axiom is overthrown by the 
"doQtrine of necefſity ; and that the damnation of 
finners is of God, and not of thernfelves? 
While Mi. T. tries to extricate himſelf from thts 
dilemma, I'ſhalt produce one or two more paſſages 


of. his book, to, prove that his ſcheme makes God 
the,authox of ſin, according ta the moſt dangerous 
Error of Manes, * The heatheßs imagined , that 
Minerva,” the ' Goddets of wiſdom, was "Jupiter's 
offspring in the moſt peculiar manner. Diana was 
indeed Jupiter's daughter, but Latone, au earthly 
Peiner ſn was hey mother, Whereas pie ca at 
once, the Father, ayd ihe Mather of; Mitiery a, Fl 
begat her byp(slF,jn, the womb of his own brajp, 
aud when ihe was rips for the birth, his ſorebead 
"opened aſter a violent head-ach, Which anſwered 
240 $93 $:aeyres aft ft ie br 575077 Nr ! 501 e! 
Aae en, ee der d dee 
„ e Deity. Mr. Toplady- ally int 10 
this heathen fiction, repreſents- His Diana... 75 
as proceeding from God hh Her immenſe ait 
of events, which has among its adamantine links, 
all the follies, hereſies, murders, robberies, adul- 
teries, inceſts, and rebellions, of which men and 
devils have been, are, or ever ſhall be guilty, His 
_own words [page 50 | are, Neceſlity, in general; 
with All its extenſive ſeries of adamantine links, 
# in 


* 
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in particular is, in reality, what the poets feigned 
of Miperya,, the .iſſue of, Divine Widom:“ che 
ſhould have ſaid, the illue of the Supreme God, by 
his own, wile brain „ dexivins is, w HOLE, E XIST= 
\ENGE from the, Free will of. God; and its WHOLE 
EFFECTUOSITY, from | his never-cealing, Provi- 
' dence,” Is not this inſiquating, as plainly as 
decency will allow, that every ſin 2 a link of the 
adamantine chain, of events] has been hammered 
in heaven, and that every crime, “ genes its 
WHOLE; ,EX1STENCE from the free-will of Cod?“ 
Take one mote. inſtance. of the ſame Manichean 
doctrine. 7 | 4 | 4. 
Page 64. Mr. Toplady having ſaid, that He 
FGed| cafteth forth his ice, {ike morfels—and cauſeth 
the wind to blow, Sc. adds, Neither is material 
nature alone bound falt in fate, All other things, 
the HUMAN WILL itſelf not excepted, arg be e 
tightly bound, i. e. EFFRCTUALLY influenced. and 
determined,” Hence it is evident, that, if this 
calviniſm is true, when ſinners ſend forth volleys 
of unclean, and prophane words, Calvin's God has 
as tightly bound“ them to calt forth Manichean 
ribaldty, as the God of nature binds the clouds to 
caſt forth, his ice like morſels. | 


I would not be underſtood to demonſtrate by the 
preceding quotations, .that Mr, T. deſigus to make 
God the author of fin. No: On the contrary, I 
dd him the Juſtice to ſay, that he does all he can, 
do clear his doctrines of grace from this dreadful 
* imputation. I only produce his own words to ſhew, 
that, notwithſtanding all bis endeavours, this hortid 
Manichean conſequence unavoidably flows from 
his /theme of Need r. 
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SECTION II. 


Mr. J. attempts to ſupports his Scheme of abſolute 
"Neceffity by PHH HY. Mis phiioſophicad error 
ts overthrown by fourteen arguments. hat truth 
comes neareſt to his error, | 


V E have taken a view of the Scheme of Ne- 
ceſſity, and ſeen how it repreſents God, 


directly or indirectly, as the Firſt Cauſe of all fin 


and damnation. Confider we now, how Mr, T. 
defends this Scheme by rational arguments as a 
philoſopher, 


Page 22. The ſoul is, in a very extenſeve degree, 


paſſive as matter is:“ Here Mr, Toplady, in fome 
decree, gives up the point. He is about to prove that 
the ſoul is not e determined and that, as our 
bodily organs are neceſſarily and irreſiſtibty affected 
by the objects, which ſtrike them; ſo our ſouls are 
neceſſarily and irreſiſtiblʒ determined by our bodil 
organs, and by the ideas, which thoſe organs — 
farily raiſe in our minds, when they are affected. 
Now, to prove this, he ſhould have proved that 
our ſouls are altogether as paſſive as out bodies. But, 
"far from [proving it, he dares not affert it: for 
he allows, that the foul is paſſive as matter, only 
in a very extenſive degree; and therefore, by hisown 
_concelhion, the argument on which he is going to 
reſt the notion of the abſolute paſſivenels of the 
foul with reſpett to ſelf-determiration, will be at 
leaſt in ſome degree groundleſs. But let us confider 
this mighty argument, and fee if Mr, T—'s limita- 
tion frees him from the charge of countenancing 
materialiſm * in a very extenſive degree.“ 
Poeage 22. The ſenſes are neceſſarily impreſſed 
by every object from without; and as neceſſarily 
commove 
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commove the fibres of the brain: from whick 
net vous commgtion, ideas are — communis 


catẽd to, or excited an he f by the jadg- 
ment, which the ſoul neceſſarily frames of thoſe 
ideas, the will is neceſſarily inchned to approve or 
diſapprove, to act or riot to hct. If fo, where is the 
boaſted power of ſelf. determination?“ 
This Mr. Toplady calls + a Survey of the foul's 
dependance on the body.” Page 27, he enforces 
the ſame doctrine in theſe words: „ The human 
body is neceſſarily encompaſſed by à multitude of 
ether bodies, Which other ſurrounding bodies, 
animal, vegetable, &c.] ſo far as we come within 
their peteeivable ſphere, . neceſſarily 1mprely our 
nerves with ſenlations correſpondent to the objects 
themſelves. The ſe ſenſations are neceſſarily, &c. 
propagated to the foul, Which can no more help 
receiving them, and being affected by them, than 
2 tree can reſiſt a ſtroke of lightning, | 
« Now, (1) If all the; ideas in the ſoul derive 
their exiſtence from ſenſation; and (2) If the ſoul 
depend abſolutely on the body, for all thoſe ſenſa- 
tions; and (3) If the body be both primarily and 
continually dependent on other extrinſic beings, 
for the very ſenſations which [the body] commu- 
nicates to the ſoul the conlequence ſeems to me 
undeniable, that neither man's mental, nor his 
outward operations are ſeſ- determined; but, on 
the contrary, determined by the views, with 
which an infinity of ſurrounding objects neces 
ſarily, and almoſt inceffantly impielſs, his in- 
tellect.“ - 


* 


Theſe arguments bring to my mind St. Paul's 
caution, Beware, let any man ſhoul you through 
philo/ophy, and vain deceit, That Mr, T's ſcheme 
is founded on a; vain. philoſophy, will, I hope, 
appear evident to, thole who weigh the following 
xemarks, ö e 

I. This ſcheme is contrary to genuine philo- 
phy, which has always repreſented the ſoul, as 
6G 
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able to reſiſt the ſlrongeſt impreſſions of all the ob- 
je&s that ſurround the body; and as capable of 
going againſt the wind and tide of all the ſenſes, 
Even Horace, an efteminate diſciple of Epicutus, 
could fay, in his ſober moments, 1 
12 5 Juſtum et tenacem propoliti virum, &c. ted 
% Neither the clamqurs of a raging mob, nor the 
frowns of a threatning tyrant ; neither furious 
ſtorms, nor roaring thunders, can move a righteous 
man, who ſtands firm to his reſolution, The wreck 
of the world might cruſh his body ro atoms, but 
could not ſhake his ſoul with fear,” But Mr, T's 
philoſophy ſinks as much below the poor heathen's, 
as a man, who is perpetually borne down, and car- 
ried away by every object of ſenſe around him, is 
inferior to the ſteady man, whole virtue triumphs 
over all the objects which ſtrike his ſenſes, 
| II. This docttine unmans man. For, reaſon, or 
| a power morally to regulate the appetites, which 
ip we gratify by means of our lenſes, is what chiefly 
4 diſtinguiſhes from other animals. Now, if out- 
ward objects neceſarily bias our ſenſes, if our ſenſes 
neceſſarily bias our judgment, and if our Judgment 
neceſſarily biaſſes our will and practice; what ad- 
| vantage have we over beaſts? May we not ſay of 
reaſon, what heated Luther once ſaid of free-will; 


| that it is an my name, a meie nan-entity ? Thus 
| ö Mr. Toplady's ſcheme of Fee neceſſity, by 
i rendering reaſon uſeleſs, ſaps the very foundatian of 


I! all moral philoſophy, and hardly allows man the low 
1 rinciple of conduct, which we call inſtin& in 
rutes, Nay, the very brutes are not ſo affected 
by the objects which ſtrike their ſenſes: but they 
i often run away, hungry as they are, from the food, 
IX which tempts their eye, their noſe, and their belly, 
| when they apprehend ſome danger, though their, 
| ſenſes diſcover none. Beaſts frequently act in full 
oppofition to the fight of their eyes; but the 
Þþ * wretched ſcheme, which Mr. T— impoſes upon us 

j as” Chriſtian philoſophy, ſuppoſes that all men nece/- 
| Jarily thiak, judge, and act, not only according * 


\ 
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. ae of their £3 but according to the impreſ= 


flops made by marter, upon all, their lenſes, How 
woutd heathen fataliſts themſelves have exploded 
ſo Carnal a philoſophy ſ _— Ea oleh e 
III. As it {ets eile reaſon... ſo it overthrows con- 
ſcience,” arid the light, mhith enlightens euery man that 
comes into the world. For, of what ule is conſcience ? 
Of what ule is the internal light of grace, which 
enlighten; conſcience within, if man is necgſſaril 
determined from without, and if the objets whic 
ſtrike his ſenſes, irteſiſtibly turn his judgment and 
his will inſomuch that he cap no more refilt their 
inptetfions, + than a tree can reſiſt the ſtrokę of 
Igarenge? oo | var Hans 
IV. As this ſcheme leaves no room for morality 
fo it robs us of the. very eſſence of God's natural 
image, Which, conſiſts chiefly in ſelf- activity, and 
felf notion," For, according to Mr. T>—'s de 
phy. wwe cannot take one ep, no not in the affairs 
of common fife, without an irrefiltible, neceſſitg 
tihg impulle. Yea, with reſpect to ſelf. activity, hg 
repreſefits us ag inferior to our watches; they have 
their ſpring of motion within themſelves, and they 
Fr g8 alone, if they are wound up once in'twentys 
ur hours, But, if we. believe Mr. T-—, our 
fpring of motion, is without us: nay, we have as 
many fprings, of. motion, as there are objefts around 
us; and theſe objefts, neceſſarily wind up our will, 
from ment to. moment. For, by neceſſaxiſy 
moving our, ſenſes, they neceſſarily move our un- 
derftinding,; our underſtanding neceſſarily moves 
our, will; and our will. neceſſarily; moves our 
tongues, hands, and feet. Thus our will and.qur. 
body, like the wheels and body of a coach, never 
move but as thèy, are moved, and ganngt help 
hes When, they are acted upon. How different 
is this mechanical, religion from the ,, ſpizitual 
religion, which, the“ learned | and, pious Df. H. 
More inculcates in theſe, words! «he fu ſt degree 
of the divine image was, ſelf, mation, ot eee, 
For mere paſſivity, or to be moved or atted by 
"IF another, 


applies to the torchhole? 
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another,” without 2 man in” will, &c. is the con 


dition * of fach as ate, Either dead Or älleeß; 3 as to 
go of Man's felf is 4 ſymptom of one alive or 
awake, Men that are dead drunk, may be 1975 
or diſpoled of, where Cn en 1 — 
irrefiltibly added upon, is then to be *: de ary 

of that degree of life, Which is felt atlivnty, 0 F, 
— of things from au in Ward principle PRO, 

agency; and therefore it is to be, ſo far in a tate 
of death.“ 

Nor will Mr. T mend the matter by urging, 
rw Ott underſtanding. and our will are Grit 
nete/urily moved and getermined by the objects 
Mat ſurroung us, For the motion of a coach 
drawn by horſes, and driven by a coachman, 
i net the" leſs mechanical, ' becauſe the ſmooth 
axle re, and the oiled wheels, being firſt ſet in 
motion, move the whole coach by readily yielding 
to the impulſe of the external mover, Were ſuch 


| Wheels as full of conſciouſneſs, and willingneſs, 


as the myſtic wheels of Ezekiel's viſion ; yet ſa 
lotig as they moved by abſolute neceſſity, or by an 
oil of willingneſs irreſiſtibly applied to them from 
without; their motion would not be more com- 
mendable than that of a well-ſuſpended and oiled 
wheel, which the touch of your hnger moves 
round iis axis, It turns indeed freely and (ac- 
cording to ſuppoſition) willingly ; but yet; as it 
wills and moves irreſiſtibly and paſſively, its 
moving and-willing are merely mechanical. © So 
eaſy and ſhort is the tranſition from the ſcheme 
of ablolute neceſſity, to that of univerſal 
mechaniſm! " | 

V. If Mr. T—'s ſcheme of gersſgit is true, all 
fine may be juſtly charged upon, Providence, who, 
by the bien objects Which  necellatily 
impreſs our intellect, cauſes fin as trul Ek as 
krtelillibly, as à gunter cauſes the exp tGhgn 0 
loaded cannon, by the lighted ht 1055 5 
And Eve Was ubwile, 
Was ſhe laid, 'The ferpeht SPN Lag 1 tid cat; 


for 
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for ſhe might have ſaidez, bal have only 
followed the appointed law, of my nature: for 
Drovidentially, coming, within ſight. of the tree of 
as ee [ perceived that the fruit was good 
for, food, and pleaſant. to the eye. At ec en 
impreſſed my nerves with;correſpondent ſepſations, 
thele ſenlations were neceſſarily and inſtantaneguſiy 
propageted to my foul ; and my ſoul could no more 
elt receiving thele forcible impreſſions, and eat - 
ing in conſequence of them, than a tree can, reſiſt 
a 3 of lightning.” I ſhould be glad to know, 
with what juſtice Eve could have been condemned 
aſter ſuch a plea, if Mr, T-——'s ſcheme is true 
eſpecially if he had urged, as Mr. T-—: does 
p. 14, that God's neceſſitation gives birth to “n 
VIDENCE;:; i. e. to the all directing ſuperantendency 
of divine wow and power, carrying the whole pre» 
concerted ſcheme into actual execution, i the ſub» 
feroient mediation of ſecond cauſes"? ¶ſuch az the 
fair colour of the fruit, and the eye of Eve) 
* which were created for that end.“ Can any man 
fay, that, if Mr. I. is right, Eve would have 
charged God fooliſhly ? Vs Ag 3th 
However, if Eve did not know, how to excul- 
pate herſelf properly, according to the doctrine of 
divine neceſſitation; Mr, Toplady knows, how io 
reduce his goſpel to practice; and therefore, in an 
humourous manner, he juſtifies his illiberal treat- 


ment of his opponent, thus: p. 10.] Mr. Weſley 


imagines, that, upon my own,principles, I can be 
no more than à clock. And if ſo, how can, nu 

riting? He himſelf has ſeveral, times {marted, 
for coming too near the pendulum.” . What:;a 
ſweet and profitable goſpel. is this! Wha nwopld 
Wonder, if all who love to srRIR FH their fellourn 
wants ſhould embrace Mr. Toplady's ſytemy1as;a 


"comfortable, «doftrine of, grace, By , whizh, on 


way be humourouſly palliated, and ſtciting finnans 
completely juſtihed ? [nit ch yd nenne bobse 

I, It is contrary to. ſeripture : for, if man is 
neceſſalily aſſected, de eee 


" 
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led by the forcible impreſſion of external objects, 
Paul ſpake like an heretical free: willer'when he 
faid, Al things [ indilferent j are lawful for me ;'but 4 
; WILL,,NOT, ne BROUGHT under the power of any. 
How fooliſh was this laying, if he could no more 
help being brought under the irrebitible power of 
tbe objects which ſurrounded: him, than a tree can 
help being ruck by the:lightning p . | 
VII. It is contrary to common ſenſe: how can 
God realonably ſet like and death, water and fire 
before, us, and bid us chuſe eternal life and living 
water, it ſurrounding objects work upon us, a8"the 
lightning works upon a tree on which it falls? 
And when the Lord commands the reprobate to 
chule vigtue, after having bound them over to vice, 
by the adamantine chain of, Neceſſitation, does he 
not inſult over their milery, as much as a ſheriff 
would do, who. after having ordered the execu- 
tioner to bind a man's hands, to faſten his neck 
to the gallows, and abſolutely to drive away the 
cart from under him, ſhould gravely bid the wretch 
to chuſe life and liberty, and binerly exclaim 
againſt him for neglecting fo great a deliverance? 
VIII. It is contrary to the ſentiment of all the 
churches of Chriſt, except thoſe of neceſſitarian- 
Rome and Geneva; for they all reaſonably require 
us to renounce the pomps of the world, and the 
alluring ſinful habits of the fleſh, But, if theſe 
Fer- and habits work upon us by means of ur 
enſes, as neceſſarily, and determine our will, 
as itreſiſtibly as lightning ſhivers a tree; can any 
thing be more abſurd than our baptiſmal engage- 
ments? Might we not as well ſeriouſly vow, 
never to be ſtruck by the lightning in a ſtorm; 
as folemnly vow never to be led by, or follow the 
ern of the world, and the ſinful luſts ofthe 
e | | 
IX, It repreſents the proceedings of the day of 
judgment, as the moſt unrighteaus; cruel, and hy- 
pocritical acts, thai ever dilgraced the ttibunaſ of a 
tyrant, For if Cod, by eternal, ablolutey abd ne- 
. Caellitating 


* 
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neceſſitating Deerees, places the reprobates in the 


midit of a current of citcumſtances, which carries 


mY 
_ 


them along as irreſiſtibly as a rapid river wafts a 


feather ;=—if he encompaſſes them with tempting 


objects, Which ſtiike their fouls with ideas, that 


. 
* 


cauſe fin in their hearts and lives, as inevitably | 
as a ſtroke of lightning raiſes ſplinters in the tres 


which it ſhatters ;——and' if we can no more help 
being determined by theſe objects, which God's 
providence has placed around us on purpoſe to 
determine us, than a tree can reſiſt a ftroke of 


me 


lightaing; it unavoidably follows, that when God 


will jadlicially condemn the wicked, and ſend 


them to hell for their fins, he will act with as 


much juſtice as the king would do, if he ſent to 


4 


the gatiows all his ſubjects, who have Had the 
misfortune of being ſtruck with lightning, Nay, 
to make the caſe parallel, we muſt ſuppoſe, that the 
king has the abſolute command of the lightuing, 
and had previouſly ſtruck them with the fiery 
ball, that he might ſubſequently condemn them to 


be hanged, for having been ſtruck, according to 


his abſolu e decree, 


Should the reader, who is not yet initiated into 


the myſtery of the calvinian decrees aſk, if it is 


2 that rigid bound-willers ſhould fix To 


orrible a blot upon the character of the Judge * 


of all the earth I anſwer in the afirmative; and 


prove by the fotlow ing words of Mr. Toplady; 


that, if Calviniim is true, the pretended ſentence, 


which the Judge ſhall paſs in the great day, will 


be only a publication” or ratification of the ever- 


laiting decrees, by which a Manichean Deity 


abſolutely neceſſitates ſome men to repent and 


be ſaved, and others to ſin and be damned; 


* Chrilt.“ ſays Mr. Toplady, in his Zanch. P- 87, 


© will, then property” fit as a judge; and operty 


publiſh, and ſolemnly ratify his evertaftivig decrees,” 
by receiving the elect, &c. imo grey; aud by 


— 


3 


4 


paſſing ſentegce on the non- ele, c.] for their 


wilfal ignorance of divine things, and their 
C obſtinate 
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obſtinate unbelief, &c.“ lt is true, that after the 
word non-eleft, Mr. T. adds in a parentheſis theſe 
words ( not having done what they could not 
help,” But it is equally true, that he had no more 
right to add this parentheſis, than J have to ſay, 
than the lightning is at my command: for through- 
out his Scheme of Neceſſity, he attempts to prove, 
that man is not ſe!f-determined, but trreſiſt ibis deter- 
mined by ſome other being, viz. by God, who abſo- 
Jutely determines him by“ ſecond cauſes CREATED 
FOR THAT EN D;“ forcible. cauſes thele, whoſe 
impreſſions are ſo ſtrong that we gan NO MORE 
nr receiving them“ | and. being determined by 
them] * than @ tree can reſiſt a ſtroke of lightning,” 
Beſides, if the non-elett are damned “ for their 
obſtinate unbelief' as Mr. T. tells us in this quo- 
tation; and if it is as impoſlible for them to 
believe as to make a world, [an abſurd maxim 
this—which is inculcated by rigid bound-willers ] 
it is evident, that the non-elett can no more help 
their unbelief, than they can help their incapacity 
to create a world, 

X. Mr, Toplady's ſcheme of neceſſity places matter 
and its impreſſions, far above ꝓpirit and its in- 


fluence, If his philoſophy is true, every material 


object around us, by making neceilary, irreſiſtible 
impreſſions upon our minds, neceſſarily deter- 
mines our will, and irreſiſtibly impels our actions. 
According to his ſyſtem therefore, we cannot 
reſiſt the powerful influence of matter : but, if 
we believe the ſcriptures, we can reſiſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, and do deſpite do the Spirit of grace. Now, 
what is this, but to repreſent MaTTer [which is 
the God of the Materialiſts, and the evil God of 
the Mauichees as more active, quick, and power- 
ful than Srik f F Yea, than the Holy Shirit? 

Mr. Toplady may indeed lay, that the material 
objects, by Which we are ablolutely determined, 
are only God's tools, by Which God himſelf 
"determines us: but, though this ſalvo may ſa far 
reconcile the ſcheme of neceſity to itſelf; it will 
ne ver 
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never reconcile it to ſuch ſcriptures as theſe, 


Ve do always reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt, as your fathers | 


did. I would 'have gathered you, and ye would not: 
and what is ſtill wolle, it repreſents God as a great 
adulteter and robber, 'who works Manichean 
iniquity by common aduiterers and robbers, as 


fotrcihly as à miller grinds his corn, by the ule ne - 


makes of a current of air or a ſtream of water. 
XI. The ſcheme of philoſophical neceſſity which 
I attack, ſuppoſes, that God, to maintain order in 
the univetle, is obliged to neceſſitate all events, 
from the wagging of a dog's tail, or the riſe of. a 
particle of duſt, do the murder of a king, or the 
riſe of an empire. Thus Mr. IT. tells us in his 
preface to Zanchivs (p. 4.) * Biſhop Hopkins did 
not go a jot too far in aſlerting,”” that “ not a duſt 
flies on a beaten rod, but God raiſeth it, condutts 
its uncertain- motion, and by his particular care, 
conveys it to the certain place he had BEFORE APs 
yOINTED for it: nor ſhall the moſt fierce and 
tempeſtuous wind hurry it any farther,” L object 
to this puerile ſyſtem; (1) Becauſe it abſurdly 
multiplies God's decrees; rendering them not 
only as numerous as the fands on the ſea-ſhore, 
and the particles of duſt on beaten roads ; but alſo 
as countleſs as all the motions of each grain of 
ſand and particle of duſt in all ages. At this rate, 
'a large folio volume could not contain all the 
decrees of God concerning the leaſt particle of 
duſt ;—it riſes and falls zit ſtops and hindrances; 
—its ſituations and modifications ;—its, whirlings 
to the right or to the left, &c,—And (2) Becauſe 
it repreſents God, as being endued with leſs 
wiſdom than a prudent king, who can maintain 


. 


good order in his kingdom, without making 


particular laws or decrees to neceſſitate every 
eructation of his drunken ſoldiers, or every puff 
of his ſmoaking ſubjects; and without ordaining 
- every filthy jeſt, which is uttered from the ale- 
bench, appointing every loud invective, Which 

15 C 2 diſturbs 
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diſturbs Billingſgate, and predeſtinating every 'wry 
face, which the lunatics make in Bedlam, | 
XII. But what I chiefly diſlike in this ſcheme 
is, its degrading all human ſouls in ſuch a manner, 
as to make them receive their moral excellence 
and depravity from the contexture of the brains 
by which they work, and from the place of the 
bodies, in which they dwell, Infomuch that all 
the difference there is, between one who thinks 
loyally and one who thinks otherwiſe, —between 
one who believes, that Chriſt is God over all, 
and one who believes, that he is a mere creature, 
conſiſts only in the make and polition of their 
brains. Suppoling for example 12 a gentleman 
has honourable thoughts of his king and of his 
Saviour; and is ready, from a principle of loyalty 
and faith, to defend the dignity of George the 
third, and the divinity of Jeſus Chriſt ;:——Sup- 
poſing alſo, that another gentleman breaks with- 
out ceremony, theſe two evangelical, precepts, 
Honour the king, —Let all the angels of God worſhip 
him | Chriſt ;]——1 aſk, Why is their moral and 
religious conduct ſo oppoſite? Is it becauſe the 
fiſt gentleman's free-willing ſoul has intrinſically 
more reverence for the King and for our Loid, 
becauſe he keeps his heart more tender by faith 
and prayer, and his conſcience more devaid; of 
prejudice, through a diligent improvement.of his 
talent, or through a more faithful-uſe of his ftee- 
agency, and a readier ſubmiſſion to the light, that 
enlightens every man ? No ſuch thing; if Mr. 
T—'s ſcheme is true, the whole difference conſiſts 
in mud. walls,“ and external circumſtances.. 
Page 33, © The foul of a Monthly Reviewer, if 
impriſoned within the ſame mud-walls, which are 
tenanted by the ſoul of Mr, John Weſley, would, 
ſimilarly circumſtanced, reaſon and act (I verily 
think) exactly like the Biſhop of Moorfields.“ —— 
And, p. 34; 35, he adds, “I juſt now hinted the 
 conjeEure of ſome, that an human ſpirit incarce- 
rated in the brain of a cat: would POD 


a Sci. 2. ( 29 ) ; 
think and behave, as that animal does. But how 
would the ſoul: of a cat acquit itſelf, if incloſed 
in the brain, of a man Wie cannot reſolve this 
queſtion With certainty, any mare than the other.“ 
_——Aqdmirable divinity! Sol, Mr. Toplady leaves 
the orthodox in doubt: — (1) Whether, when their 
ſouls, and the ſouls of cats ſhall be let out of their 
relpettive brains or priſons, the ſouls of cats will 
not be equal to the ſouls of men ;——(2) Whether, 
ſuppoſing the ſoul of a cat had been put in the brain 
of St, Paul. or of a monthly reviewer, the ſoul of 
pus“ would not have made as great an Apolile, as 
the ſoz] of, Sul or Tarlus ;—as good a critic, as 
the ſoul of the moſt ſenſible revie wer; — And (3) 
Whether, in caſe the “ human ſpirit” [of Ren, 
« was ſhut up in the ſkull of a cat; puſs woul 
not, notwith ſtanding, move prone on all four, purr 
When ſtroaked, ſpit when pinched, and birds and 
mice be her darling objects of purſuit.” p. 34. 
Is not this a pretty large ſtride, for the firſt, 
towards the doctrine of ſameneſs of the ſouls of 
men with the ſouls of cats and frogs ? Wretched 
calviniſm, new-fangled docttines of grace, where 
are you leading your deluded admirers !——your 
principal, vindicators! Is it not enough, that you 
have ſpoiled the fountain of living waters, by 
turning into it the muddy ſtreams of Zeno errors 
Are you allo going to poiſon it by the abſurdities 
of Pythagoras's philoſophy ) What a fide-{ſtroke 
is here inadvertently given to, theſe capital doc- 
trines, God breathed into Adam the breath of life, 
and he became a living ſoul,—a ſoul made 1d THE 
IMAGE or Gon, and not in the image of a cat. 
Ie ſpirit of tre beaſt goeth downward.to the earth: 
But the n of man goetli upward\: it returns to 
Cod (who, gave. it, with an intention to judge and 


11 » 


reward. it according to its moral works 7 >; 
But 1 muſt. do Mr. Toplady juſtice; he does.not 

yet recommend this dottrine, as ahſolutely certain. 

However, from his capital doctrine, that human 
ſouls have no free-will——no inward principle of 


C 3 ſelf- 


6 Sekt. 2. 


ſelf. determination; and from his avowed opinion, 
that the foul of one man placed in the body of 
another man, „ would, ſimilarly circumſtanced, 
reaſon and aft exactly like“ the man in whoſe'mud 
ralls it is lodged; it evidently follows: (1) That, 
had the human ſoul of "Chriſt been placed in the 
hody and "circumſtances of Nero, it would have 
been exactly as wicked and attrocious as the foul 
of that bloody monſter was: And (2) That if 
Nero's ſoul had been placed in Chriſt's body, and 
in his t ying ciccumitances, it would have been 
exactly as virtuous and immaculate, as that of the 
Redeemer: the conſequence is undeniable, Thus, 
the merit of the man Chriſt did not in the leaſt 
 tpring from his righteous ſoul, but from his“ mud- 
walls,” and from the happineſs which his foul 
had of being lodgedin a . rain peculiarly modified.” 
Nor did the demerit of Nero flow from his free- 
agency and ſelf-pervetſion; but only from his 
© mud-walls,” «and from the infelicity Which his 
neceſſitated ſoul had of being lodged in an 11. 
©« conftruffed vehicle,” and placed on that throne 
on which Titus ſoon after deſerved to be called 
The darling of mankind. See, O ye 'engroflerg of 
orthodoxy, to what abſurd lengths your averſion 
to the liberty of the will, and to evangelical wor- 
thineſs, leads your unwary ſouls! And yet, if we 
believe Mr, Toplady, your ſcheme, which is big 
with theſe inevitable conſequences, is chriftian 
hiloſophy, and our doctrine of free-will is, 
« Philoſophy run mad!“ 8 4 Y 
XIII. If our thoughts and actions neceſſarily 
flowed from the modification of our brains, and 
from the impreſſions of the objects around us, 
it would neceſſatily follow, that as moſt men, 
throughout the Whole world, fee the ſun bright, 
ſnow white, and ſcarlet red; or as molt men 
taſte aloes bitter, vinegar ſour, and honey ſweet : 
——ſo, moſt men would think, ſpeak, and act 
nearly with the ſame uniformity, which is per- 
e in their bodily organs, and in the pts 
8 | which 
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5 which afl. ct theſe Organs; and it would. be. as 
imgoſſible lo improve in, vixtue, by a proper 
exertion, of our powers, and by a. diligent uſe of 
out talents, as it is impoſſible io improve the 
.whiteneſs,,of the ſnow,, or our power to ſee it 
u hite, by a diligent uſe of our ſight. At this rate 
100, conve. ton would not be ſo much a reforma- 
tion of our {piitual habits, as a reformation of our 
brains; F | 15 5 
XIV. But the worſt conſequences are. yet 
behind: for if God works upon our fouls in the 
ſame. manner, in which he works upon matter; 
if he raiſes gur ideas, volitions, and paſſions as 
mneceſſarily as a ſtrong wind raiſes the waves of 
the ſea, with their toar, their ſoam, and their other 
accidents, in à word, if he works as abſolutely 
and irreſiſtibly upou ſpirit, as he does upon mat- 
ter; it follows, that ſpirit and matter, being 
overned upon the ſame Faelle are of the 
— nature; and that if there is any difference 
between the ſoul and the body, it is only fuch a 
difference, as there is between the tallow, which 
compoſes a lighted candle, and the flame, which 
- ariſes.out, of it. The light flame is as really matter, 
as the heavy tallow and the ponderous candleſtick; 
and all are equally paſſive and ſubject to the laws 
of ab/olute neceſſity. Again, $7 73 5 
If virtue and vice neceſſarily W 2 on the 
modification of our brains, and the objects, which 
ſurround us; it follows that the effect will ceaſe 
with the cauſe, and that bodily diſſolution will 
conſign our virtue ox vice to the duſt, into which 
our brains and bodily organs will ſoon be turned; 
and that when the ſouls of the righteous, and the 
ſouls of the wicked, ſhall, be removed from their 
1% mud-walls,” and from the objects which ſurround 
thoſe. mud-walls, they will be (nearly at leaft) on a 
level with each other, if they are not on a level 
with the ſouls of cats and dogs 1 - 
Leſt Mr. Toplady's admirers ſhould think, that 
prejudice makes me, place his miſtakes in too 
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ſtrong a light, 1 ſhall cloſe theſe arguments by. the 
judgment of the Monthly Reviewers, — In their 
- xzeview. for Nov. 1775, they give us the followipg 
abridged account of Mr. ber Scheme of 
Neccſſicy. an ne 
The old controverſy concerning /:berty. and 
nece/ity has lately been renewed: Mr, Toplady 
avows himſelf a ſtrenuous, and very poſitive cham- 
pian on the fide of neceſſity, and revives thoſe ar- 
guments, which were long ſince urged b Spinoza, 
Hobbes,” &c. [two noted infidels, or A fi atheil- 
tical materialiſts]! * It is ſomewhat ſingular in the 
- hiſtory. of this diſpute, that thoſe, who, profeſs 
themſelves the friends of revelation, ſhould ſo 
earneſtly contend for a ſyſtem, which unbelievers 
have very generally adopted and maintained. 
This appears the more ſtrange, when we conſider, 
that the preſent aſſertors of necefſity manifeſt a very 
viſible tendency to materialiſm. Fate and univerſal ' 
mechaniſm ſeem to be ſo nearly allied, that.they 
have been uſually defended on the ſame ground, 
and by the ſame advocates, Mr, T indeed 
\ admits, that the two component principles of man, 
body and ſoul, * are not ond diſtinct, but effentially 
different from each other.“ But it appears in the 
{ſequel of his reaſoning, that he has no high opinion 
of the. nature and powers of the latter” the ſoul, ] 
. An idea, he oblerves, is that image, form, or 
conception of any thing, which the ſoul is im- 
preſſed with from without :” and he exprefsly 
; nw thy that the ſoul has any power of framin 
ne v ideas, different. from or ſuperior to thoſe, 
which are forced upon it by the bodily ſenſes. 
& The ſoul, he affirms, is, in a very extenſive de- 
gree, pallive as, matter itfelf,” « On his ſcheme, 
tie limitation, with which he guards this aſſertion, 
i; needlefs and futile.“ — 
While this monthly review is before me, I can- 
not help trapſetibing from it two other remarkable 
paſſages. The one occurs four pages aftef the pre- 
ceding quotation, The correſpondents of the re- 
viewers 
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reviewers; give them an account of an abſurd and 
miſchievous book, written by fome wild atheiſtical 
philqſopher abroad, who thinks that all matter is 
alive, chat the earth is an, huge animal, and that we 
feed upon it, as ſome diminutive inlets do upon 
the back of an als. © His moral docttine,“ ſay the 
reviewers, © is of a piece with the reſt; the reſult 
of his reaſoning on the ſubje& is, in his own 
wards, that * man. in every inſtant of his duration, 
ts a paſſive inflrument in the hands of Ne Ss.“ — 
„Then, Let us diank and drive care away, drink and 
be merry, as the old fong ſays; which is the prac- 
"tical application.“ —I would not be underſtood to 
charge this application upon Mr. Toplady; Lonly 
mention it, alter the reviewers, as a natural con- 
ſequence of his ſyſtem of neceſſity. | 
The other paſſage is taken from the review of 
Dr. Hartlcy's * theory of the human mind, publiſhed 
by Dr. Prieſtley, who pleads as ſtrongly for neceffity 
as Mr, Toplady h imſelf, | 
Materialilm [ ſay the reviewers] has been, from 
early ages, conſidered as one of the chief bulwarks 
of atheiſm, Accordingly, while Epicurus and 
Hobbes, and their diſciples have endeavoured 
to defend it, Theiſts Td Chriſtians have pointed 
their batteries againſt it,—But we learn from Dr, 
* Prieſtley, that perception, and all the mental 
powers of man, are the reſult. of ſuch an organical 
ſtructure, as that of the brain. How would 
Epicurus, how. would Collins have triumphed, 
Had they lived to ſee this point“ [that the mental 
powers of man r=fult, from ſuch an organical ftruc- 
ture as that of the brain}, “given up to them, even 
by a Chriſtian divine !—Another diſcovery, very 
conſonant to the. firſt, is, that the whole man be- 
comes extinct at death. For this conceſſion atheiſts 


Mr. Toplady, p. 148, intimates to his readers, that Dr. 
Hartley bas. written an eminent defence of neceſlity,” and 
promiſes himſelf «a feaſt of pleaſure and iuſttuktion“ in 
reading his book, | | | * FO 
iT 2D! 20 | will 
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will likewiſe thank him, as it has been one of 
the chief articles of their creed, from the begin- 
ning of the world. ——Let us ſuppoſe with Dr. 
Prieftley, that all the mental powers of Julius 
Cæſar reſulted from the organical ſtrufture of his 
brain. This organical ftrutture is diſſolved, and 
the whole man, Julius Cæſar, becomes extinct: 
the matter of this brain, however, remains, but 
it is not Julius Cæſar; for he (ex hypotheſi) is 
wholly extinct.“ | 

Having produced a variety of arguments, which, 
I rruſt, will all together prove weighty enough to 
fink Mr. Toplady's ſcheme of neceſſity to the bot- 
tom of the ſea of error, where a vain philoſophy 


begat it on a monſtrous body of corrupted divinity 


I ſhall conclude this ſection by ſetting my ſeal to 
the truths, which border moſt upon Mr. Toplady's 
error,” and by which he is deceived, according to 


the old faying, Decipimur ſpecie recti, We embrace 


falſehood under the deceitful appearance of ſome 
truth.“ | 

Mr. Toplady is certainly in the right, when he 
aſſerts, that there 1s a cloſe connexion between our 
ſoul and body; and that each has a reciprocal 
influence on the other, We readily grant, that a 
cheerful mind is conducive to bodily health, and 
that' 

Corpus onuſtum | BOP 
Heſternis vitiis animum quoque prægravat una, 
Atque affigit humo divinæ particulam auræ. Hor. 


The ſoul which dwells in' body oppreſſed with 
laſt "night's exceſs, is clogged by the load, which 
diſorders' the body.“ Nor do we deny, that, in 
a thouſand caſes, our bodies and out circumſtances 


may prevent the full exertion of our ſpiritual 
powers, as the lameneſs of a horſe, or its natural 
flugziſhneſs added to the badneſs of the road, may 


prevent the ſpeed, which a good' rider could make, 
if he had'a better horſe and a better road. But to 
carry this conſidetation as far as Mr. Toplady 


does, 
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does, is as abſurd, as to ſup>oſe, that the {kill and 
expedition of a rider dep« n entirely an his beaſt, 
and on the goodneſs of the road, We likewile 
allow, that ſometimes the ſoul may be as much 
overpowered , by a, diſordered, dying body, as a 
rider, Who is 270K carried away by a mad 
hoiſe, or lies helpleſs under the weight of à dying 
horſe, But in ſuch caſes, we do not conſider the 
ſoul as accountable; as neither delirious perſons, 
nor thoſe who are dying of a paralytic ſtroke, are 
anſwerable for their actions and omiſſions in ſuch 
peculiar circumſtances, any 1 
In all other caſes, hiſtory furniſhes us with a 
variety of examples of men, who, through a faith» 
ful uſe of their talents, have overcome the infe- 
licity of their _ conſtitution, and circumſtances; 
whilſt others, by, a contrary conduct, have per- 
verted the moſt happy conſtitution, and the moſt 
fortunate circumſtances in life. Thus Socrates, by 
improving bis light, maſtered an unhappy con- 
ſtitution, which in his youth carried him to violent 
anger, and an undue gratification of bodily appe- 
tites, And thus Solomon, by not improving his 
light, in his old age made ſhipwreck of the wil- 
dom, temperance, . and piety, that diſtinguiſhed 
him in, his youth. So Nero outlived the happy 
diſpoſitions, which made him ſhine in the former 
part of his life, And Manaſſes, by humbling himſelf 
before the God of his fathers, overcame. in his old 
age the horrid and abominable propenſities, which 
conſtituted him a monſter of iniquity 1n his youth 

ful days. | eben 
Likewiſe with reſpect to the circumſtances, ian 
which we are placed by Providence, I grant, they 
have a, conſiderable weight in the tun of, our 
affettions; nevertheleſs, this weight is by no means 
luch, as Mr. I- luppoles. Diogenes might be as 
pioud in, his tub, as Alexander in his magnificent 
palace. A gown and band may cover a, tevengeful 
clergyman, whillt a {tar-and garter ſhines en a be- 
nevolent courtier. Cornelius turned to God in the 
army; 


= 
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army; and the ſons of Fli vent after Satan in the 
temple. Domitian and Marcus Antoninus filled the 
ſame throne; where the one aſtoniſhed the univerſe 
by his wickedneſs, as the other did by his virtue. 
Abraham and Agathocles were humble in the midſt 


of riches; and too many beggars are proud in the 


depth of poverty, Some men are. content in a 
ſordid cottage; while others murmur in the moſt 
ſplendid palaces. The treaſurer of the queen of 
Eihiopia was (it ſeems) converted in the vanity 
of an heathen court; whilſt Judas was perverted 
in the company of Chriſt and his fellow-apoltles, 
In 'ſhort, whilſt thouſands, like Abſalom, _ have 
turned out bad, notwithſtanding the beſt inſtruc. | 
tions; numbers, like the Philippian jailor, have 
turned out well, maugre the worſt education. 
Such is the power of free-grace and free-will, 
To lay therefore ſo much itreſs upon external 


circumſtances, is to undo by overdoing, and io 


wiredraw the truth till it is refined into error, 

Upon the whole, we have ſcripture and ex- 
perience on our fide, when we aſllert that reaſon, ., 
conſcience, the light which | in various degrees, 
enlightens every man, the general aſſiſtance of © 
divine grace, and the peculiar or providential helps 
of God our Saviour, . are more than ſufficient. 
ſavingly to over-rule the infelicity of our bodily 
conſtitution, and our clizcumſtances. ia life, if we. 
are not wilfully and perverſely wanting to our- 
ſelves: for, of them to whom lefs ts given, leſs will be 
required; and the advantages under which we 
labour, ſhall all be taken into the account of our 
evangelical worthineſs or unworthineſs, in the day 
when God tail judge us according to the ſeveral 
editions of his everlaſting goſpel, and according to 
the good or bad ule, which we make uf his talents 
of nature and grace, 
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Remarks bon the manner in which M 5 T. attem by 
4 ſupport hig Scheme of Nreſic) from feriptiere, 


Twelve Keys eo open "the" ſeripiitres, on which % 


EM er rs 
FTE have ſeen how Mr. T. has 

PV "ſyſtem by philoſophical arguments: let us 
now ſee ho he does it by ſcriptural proofs, Page 
54,” he fays, “ No. man can contiftently ack now- 


jedge the divine authority of the ſcriptures, with- 
out being an ABSOLUTE NECESSITARIAN,” To 


demonſtrate this ſtrange. propoſition, he produces 
again among many more, the paſſages, which 
mention the caſe of Joſeph and his brethren, the 
Lord and Pharaoh, Eli and his ſons, Abſalom and 
his father's wives, Shemei and David, Chriſt and 
his crucifiers, &c. As I have ſhewa, ia former 


publications, that theſe ſcriptures, when taken in 


conhexion with the context and the tenor of the 


Bible, perfectly agree with the doctrines of juſlice, 
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proped up hir 


which are infeparably connected with the. doc- 


trines of free will in man and Juſt-wrath in God; 


1 thalf not ſwell this track by vain repetitions, 


eſpectalty as Mr. T. does not ſupport by argument. 


: Hows. 
ever, that the public may ſee what. method he 


the ſenſe which he fixes on theſe paſſages. 


follows, in trying to viridicate his error from ſcri 


ture; 1 ſhall preſent my readets with ſome keys, 


by which — will eahly open the ſcriptures, . 
„ 


which he miſspplies, and dilcover the rotten 
foliaations of Einf mn. 7 

Fixsr Key, Detaching a ſcripture from the 
context, that what God does for particular reaſons 
may appear to be done abſolutely, and from mere 
lovereignty, is a polemical ſtratagem, commonly 
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uſed by the calviniſts, The firſt ſcripture, which 
Mr. T. produces, draws all its apparent con- 
cluſiveneſs from this artful method. AT. 
Page 56, 1 with-held thee from finning u 
me, Gen. xx. 6.“ By quoting this detached claule, 
Mr. T. would inſinuate, that whilſt God ab/olutely 
ordains ſome men to ſin, he abſolutely with-holds - 
other men from fin, To fee that his concluſion is 
unſcriptural, we need only 1ead the whole verſe : 
God faid to him [Abimelech] in a dream, Yea, 1 
Know that thou didſt this in the INTEGRITY OF THY 
HEART; for I alſo with-held thee from ſinning againſt 
me, THEREFORE I ſuffered thee not to touch her, 
Now, who that adverts to the words in capitals, 
does not ſee, that God's keeping Abimelech from 
ſinning, that is, from marrying Abraham's wife, 
was a REWARD of Abimelech's 1NnTEGR ITY, as 
well as of Abraham's piety ? Therefore, this very 
ext proves, that God rewards upright free-will 
with reſtraining grace, as well as with glory ; and 
not that man has no free will, and that he is made 
willing to work righteouſneſs, or to commit fin, 
as necellarily as puppets are made to move to the 
Tight or to the left, by the ſhow-man, who abſo- 
Jutely cauſes and manages their ſteps, Take 
another inſtance of the ſame ſtratagem : | 
Page 66. The Lord.of © hoſts hath ſworn, i. e 
hath ſolemnly and immutably decreed, ſaying, 
Surely as 1 have thought, ſo fhall it come to paſs: 
and as I have purpoſed, uſo ſhall it ſtand,” —— Here 
Mr. Toplady breaks off the quotation, and leaves 
out what follows, That I will break the Afyrian, 
i, e. the wicked in general, but particularly 
Sennacherib the proud, blaſpheming king of 
Aſſyria, whoſe immenſe army was cut off in one 
night by an angel. “ And upon my mountains 
"tread him under foot, c.“ By this means 
Mr. T. makes his halty readers believe, 
that God ſpeaks of a calvinian, abſolute decree, 
founded upon antinomian grace and free-wrath; 
and not of a judicial retributive decree, ſounded 
£ | | 3555 ty opon 
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upon the humility of the righteous, and the (deſert 
of the wicked; though verſe ig, &c. the decree, 
and its cauſe, are thus expreſsly mentioned, Thou 
hajt- ſaid in thy heart, I will aſtend into heaven, c. 
J will be lite the moſt Hugh, Sc. Let thou ſhalt be 
brought down to hell. + Wen Mr. T. has hidden 
thele keys to the doctrines of juſtice which we 
defend, it is caly for him to apply io his doctrine 
of free wrath, the peremptorinels of God's-decree, 
and accordingly he triumphs much in theſe words 
& [his ts the Fr. He, winch ts purpoſed upon all the 
earth; Sc. For the Lord of hoſts hath purpoſed, 
and who fhall diſunnul it And his hand id ſtretched 
out, and rohe all turn it back ff, xiv. 24, &c. 
Who {hall dilarnul Gad'spurpoſe ? | adds Mr. T. 
Why; human Free-will to be ſure ! Who ſhal 
turn back God's hand? Human felf-determination 
can do it with as much eaſe, as our breath can. 
repel' the down of a feather!” —— This argument 
is full fraught with abſurdity. Did we ever aſſert, 
that when free-will has obſtinately ſinned, it can 
reverſe an abſolute decree of puniſhment ? Do we 
not, on the contrary, maintain the proper exertion 
of juſtice in oppolition to the calvinian dreams of 
abſolute election and  reprobation, according. to 
which the ſalvation of ſome notorious impeni- 
tent ſinners is now actually finiſhed, and the 
damnation. of fome unborn infants is now abſo- 
lutely ſecured ? | vv 
Page 67, By a fimilar method, Mr. T tries to 
prove the doctrine of neceffitating free-wrath thus: 
* [ have ſmitten you with blaſting and mildem. 
1 have ſent you the pejlilence. Your. young men 
have I Hain with the ford, Amos 1v.,7——10"” 
But he forgets to tell us, that this ſeverity is 
not calviniſtical and diabolical, but righteous and 
judicially rettibutive; for the perſons thus puniſhed 
are ſaid juſt before, to be wicked men, , opprefs 
the hoor, ohe (era ſhy the needy; ui {ay to their maſters, 
Hringiſ {ſtrong ink Þ and let us drink. Amos iv. 1. 
Thel cfore all that can be inferred from theſe, and a 
| D 2 - thouſand 
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thouſand ſuch ſcriptures, is, that when Free- agents 
have obſtinately finned, puniſhment” oveftakes 
them whether they will or not. And when the Cal- 
viniſts ground their Manichean notions of a 
wrathful, abſolate ſovereignty in God upon ſuch 
concluſions, they expoſe their good ſenſe, as much 
as 1 ſhould, expoſe my reaſon, if 1-ſaid, "Lean 
'demonitrate, that all robbers are ablolutely nece/- 
t ated to go on the highway, becaule, when they 
are caught and condemned, they are abſolutely 
neceſſitated to go to the pallows.” | 
Second KEY. Becauſe God can do a thing, 
and does it on particular occaſions, Mr. T and 
his adherents infer, that he does it always. Thus 
to prove that God neceſſarily turns the hearts of 
all men at all times, and in all places, to fin or to 
righteouſneſs; Mr. T produces the following 
text. 
[Page 65] * Even the king's heart is in the hand f 
the Loro, as the rivers of water + and he turneth it 
whitherſoever he will, Prov. xxi, 1. Odd ſort of 
felf- determination this!“ We never demed the 
ſupreme power, which God has even over the 
hearts of proud kings, who generally are the moſt 
imperious of men. When he will abſolutely turn 
their will for the accompliſhment of ſome provi- 
dential defign, his wiſdom and omnipotence can 
undoubtedly do it, Thus by letting the Philiſtines 
looſe upon Saul's dominions, God turned his 
Heart, and made him change his delign of im- 
mediately ſurrounding and deſtroying David. 
Thus, he turned the heart of Ahaſuerus from 
His purpoſe of deſtroying the Jews, by the pro- 
vidential reading of the records, -which reminded 
the king of the obligation he was under to Mor- 
decai. Thus, he turned the heart of Pharaoh 
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towards Joſeph, by giving Joſeph wiſdom to 
explain bis prophetic dream.—— Thus again, he 
turned che heart of Nebuchadnezzar from his 
urpoſe of deſtroying Daniel and all the wife men 
Babylon, by enabling Daniel to tell and _— 
the 
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the king's myſterious viſion.— And when the k ing 
of Allytia was bent upon making war againſt the 
Iſraelites and the Aminonites, and calt lots to 
know which he ſhauld deſtroy firſt, Rabba or 
| Jeruſalem, God providentially ordered the lot to 
fall upon guilty Jeruſalem; II. x. 6, 7. Ezek. xxi. 
21, &c. For, in fuch caſes, * 7 he lot is caft into the 
44% without: an eye. to the Lord, * but the whole 
diſboſing thereof 1s | of the | Lord,” Prov. xxv. 33. 
But theſe peculiar interpoſitions of Providence 
no more prove, that God abſolutely turns the 
hearts of all kings, and of all men in al! things, 
and on all occaitons, as Mr. T's ſy ſtem ſuppoſes; 
than a Farrier's drenching now and the à horſe; 
in peculiar circumſtances, proves that all horſes 
throughout the world, never drink but when they 
are drenched, | al 

Tarp Key. The Neceſſitarians confound our 
inability to do ſome things, with inability to do 
all things. Thus Mr. T—— attempts to prove, 
that we can do nothing but what we are neceſitated 
to do, and that * Chriſt himſelf was an abſolute 
Neceffitarian,” by the following argument: 

Page 71: * Thou canjt not make one hair white or 
blackh,—— Your Father, Cc. makes his ſun to rife on 
the evil and on the good, and ſendeth rain on the ju 
and on the unjuſt, Surely, man can neither pro- 
mate, nor hinder, the rifing of the ſun and the 
falling of the rain,” But to conclude, that all 
things are abſolutely neceſſary, but we cannot alter 
the colour of our hair, command the clouds, and 
haſten ſun-rifing, is as ablurd as to conclude, that 
a dyer cannot abſolutely. alter the colour of the 
talks which he dyes, becauſe he cannot change 
the colour of his own hair, or eyes. It is as 
ridiculous as to infer, that we cannot move a 
pebble, becauſe we cannot ſtir a mountain: 
that we. cannot turn our eyes like men, becauſe 
we cannot turn our ears like horſes ;——and 
that we have no immediate command of our 
thoughts and hands, becauſe we have no imme- 
D 3 diate 
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mediate command of the clouds and the ſun. 
When Met. F. impoſes ſuch a philoſophy upon us, 
is he not as grofsly miſtaken, as Monſ. Voltaire, 
his companion in Neceſſitarianiſm, who gives us 
to underſtand, that becauſe pear«trees can bear no 
fruit but pears, men can bear no moral fruit but 
uch as they actually produce, and that fate fixes 
our thoughts in our brains as neceſſarily as nature 
fixes our tèeth in our jiw-bone ? How abſurd is a 
ſyſtem of philoſophy, which a Voltaire and a 
Toplady are obliged to prop up by ſuch weak 
arguments as thele ! | 

Fouxru Key, The Calviniſts ſuck ſcriptural 
metaphors, till they imbibe the blood of error 
inſtead of the fincere milk of the word. And, if I 
might compare ſcripture-compariſons to rational 
animals, I would ſay, that Mr, T makes them 
go upon all four. Hence is that he ſays, 

Page 58. Man ts born unto trouble As THE - 
SPARKS fly upward, Job. v. 7: and I am apt to 
think, Sparks aſcend by neceſhty,”—— By this 
method of arguing, I can demonſtrate, that Chriſt 
was clothed with feathers; for he ſays, I would 
have gathered you AS A. HEN gathers her brood : 
& And I am apt to think,” that a hen is covered 
with feathers. However, I grant to Mr. 1, 
that there is a neceſſity of fallen nature: accord- 
ing to this neceſſity man is born to die, and in the 
mean time he is expoſed to the troubles, which 
naturally accompany mortality: but there are a 
thouſand troubles, which flow from immorality, 
and which God puts in man's power to avoid. 
To deny it, is to deny the following ſcriptures ; 
He that will love LITE, and fee coop days, let him 
refrain his tongue from evil: let him eſchew evil, 
and do good let him ſceł peace and enſue it; 1 Pet. 
iii. 2,--—Whojo keefeth tas mouth and his tongue, 
keepeth his foul from troutbies, Prov. xxi, 23. It is 
therefore abſurd and unſcriptural to ſuppoſe, that, 
hecauſe we canvot avoid every trouble in life ; 

i-: xaAting goſfips are abſolutely bound to bring 

upon 
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upon {themſelves all the troubles, which their flan- 
derous, lying tongges pull down upon their own 
Fir ru Kry,; If there occurs in the Bible a 
Poetical ,expreflivn, founded upon ſome common, 
though erroneous opinion, to which the ſacred 
penmen accommodale their; language in con- 
delcenſion 0 the vulgar, Calviniſm fixes upon 
that expreſlion, and produces it as a demonſtration 
of .w hai {he calls orthodoxy, thus Mr. 1— [p. 57] 
builds his ſcheme on the following text, | 

„Ine ftars in their courſe fought againſt Siſera. 
Judg. v. 20.“ It is as abſurd to preve fataliſm 
from theſe words, as it would be to prove, that the 
earth is the fixed center of our planetary ſyſtem, 
by quoting the above-mentioned words of our 
bleſſed Lord, Your Father makes his ſun to RISE on 
the juſt. The belt philoſophers, as well as Chriſt, 
to - underſtood by the common people, ſay, 
agreeably to a falſe philolophy, The ſun rifes, 
though they know that it is the earth which turns 
round on her axis towards the fixed ſun, As we 
ſay the Crown, for the reigning king; and heaven 
for the king of heaven ; ſo Deborah poetically ſaid 
in her ſong, Ihe ftars in their courſes, for the provi- 
deatial power which keeps the planets in their 
courſes, Herein ſhe probably adapted her lan- 
guage to ſome falſe notions of aſtrology, which the 
Iraelites had received from the Egyptians, And 
- Bl that ſhe meant was, that God had peculiarly 
ailiited the Iſraelites in their battle with Siſera. 

Sixru Key 3 As the neceſſitarians build their 
doctrine upon poetical expreſſions, ſo they do upon 
proverbial ſayings, Thus, 

Page 88, Mr. Toplady fupports the doctrine of 
abſolute neceſſity, or of the Calvinian decrees, 
by theſe words of our Lord, © There ſhall not an 
hair of your head periſi, Luke xxi. 18, 1, e, before 
the appointed time,” But this Icripture does not 
prove, that God from all eternity made particular 
decr2cs, to appoint that men ſhould have ſo many 

times 
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times every week, and that ſuch and ſuch a hair of 
our head or beard ſhould be ſpared ſo long, or ſhould 
be cut off after having grown juſt ſo many days; 
This text is only a proverbial phraſe, like that, 
which is ſometimes uled among us, © I will not 
give way to error'@ hair's breadth,” As this 
expreſſion means only, 441 will fully refiſt error ;" 
ſo the other only means, © You ſhall be fully pro- 
tected:“ therefore to build Calvinian necellity 
upon, ſuch a ſcripture, is to render the pillars of 
calviniſm as contemptible as the hairs, which-the 
barber wipes off his razor, when he ſhaves my 
miſtaken opponent, 29251 
SEVENTH REY, The word mall frequently im- 
Plies. a kind of neceſſity, and a forcible authority: 
Thus, a maſter ſays to his arguing ſervant, * You 
Mall do ſuch a thing: I will make you do it, 
whether you will or not,” Mr, Toplady avails 
himſelf of this idea, to impoſe his ſcheme of 
neceſſity upon the ignorant, I fay upon the 
ignorant, becauſe he quotes again and again 
paſſages, where the word mall has abſolutely no 
place in the original. For example, 
Page 84, 87, 92, he tries to prove, that Chriſt 
was an abſolute neceſſitarian,“ by the following 
texts. ſend. unto you prophets, Sc. and ſome of 
them ye SHALL kill, and ſome of them SHALL ye 
feourge :- One of you Sc. SHALL (betray me.— IL 
all SHALL be offended becauſe of me. Other jheep F 
have, which, are not of this fold : them alſo” | from 
a principle of :{uperior kindnels, or of remunerative 
favour] „ MusT bring: and they SHALL hear my 
voice I MusT and they $HALL, What is this 
but double neceſſitiy?“ in theſe, and in many 
tuch ſcriptures, the word ye SHALL kill, Sc. in the 
original is a BARE future tenſe, And for want of 
ſuch a tenſe in Englich, we are obliged to render the 
words which are, in that tenſe, by means of the 
words hall or will. Tneſe auxiliary words are often 
uſed indiſctiminately by;our tran{lators, who might 
as well, in the preceding texts, have e oy 
; ree 
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Greek verbs wrt Ait - WILL fcourge—wirr betfay 
—WI1LL be offended —=w1ti- Har my voice. Theres 
fore, to'reſt calviniim/upgnſach vague proofs, is to 
reſt it upon a defect in the Englith language, and 
upon the pre ſumption, that the reader is perfectly 
unacquainted with the original. OY | 
ErciTH Kt. As Mr. T's ſcheme partly 
reſts upon a ſuppolition, that his readers are unac- 
quainted with the Greek grammar; ſo it ſuppoſes, 
that they are perfect ſtrangers to antient geography. 
Hence it is that he ſays, p. 89, „Our Lord knew 
her [the woman of Samaria] to be one of his 
elect:——aud that ſhe might be converted pre- 
ciſely at the very time appointed, He muſt needs go 
through the tertitoty of Samaria, John iv. 4.“ 
Mr, Whitefield builds his peculiar orthodoxy on 
the lame {lender foundations, where he ſays, Why 
most Chriſt xNzEDs go through Samaria P——BE» 
CAUSE there was a woman to be converted there,” 
See his works, Vol. iv. p. 350, Now the plain 
reaſon why our Lord went through Samaria was, 
that he went from Jeruſalem to Galilee ; and as 
Samaria lies exactly between Judea and Galilee, 
he muſt needs go through Samaria, or go a great many 
miles gut of his way. Abſurdity itſelf therefore 
.could hardly have framed a more abſurd argument. 
Nixru Key. One of the moſt common miſtakes, 
on which tke Calviniſts found their doctrine, is con- 
founding a necef/ity of conſequence with an abſolute 
neceſſity, A neceility of canſequence is the neceſſary 
connexion, which immediate cauſes have with their 
effets—immediate effects with their cauſeg—and 
unavoidable conſequences with their premiles, 
Thus, if you run a man through the heart with a 
word, by necefity of natural” conſequence he uur 
die: and if you are caught, and convicted of having 
done it like an aſſaſſin, by neceſſity of legal con- 
ſequence you Must die. — Thus again, if I hold, 
that God, from all eternity, abſolutely flxed his 
everlaſting love upon ſome men, and his ever- 
laſting wrath upon others, without any * to 
e eir 


= 46 ) of Se. 3. 


their works; by neceſſity of logical conſequence I 
muſt hold, that the former were never children of 
wrath, and muſt continue God's pleaſant childten, 
white they commit the moſt attroctous crimes; and 
that che latter were the children of wrath, while 
they ſeminally exiſted together with the man Chrift, 
in the loins'of fialeis Adam, before the fall. 
Now theſe three ſtrong neccſſities of conſequence do 
not amount to one grain of calbinian, ' abſolute necee 
fity ; becaule, though the above-mentioned effects 
and conſequences neceſſarily follow from their 
cauſes and premiſes; yet thoſe cauſes and premiſes 
are not ablulutely neceſſary, To be more plain: 
though a man, whom you run through the heart 
to rob him without oppoſition, muſt die; and 
though you muft ſuiter as a murderer for your 
crime, yet this double neceſſity does not prove, 
that you were not abſolutely neceſſitated to go on 
the high-way, and to murder the man, Again: 
though you nut | indirettly at leaſt] propagate 
the moſt deteſtable error of Manes, [i. e. the wor- 
ſhip of a double-principled Deity | if you preach 
a God made up of abſolute, everlaſting love to 
ſome, and of abſolute, everlaſting wrath to others, 
yet you are not nece ſſitated to do this black work; 
becauſe you are by ho means neceſſitated to em- 
brace and propagate this black principle of Calvin, 
Once more; by neceſſity of conſequence, a 
weak man who drinks to excels is drunk; yet his 
drunkeynel(s is not calviaiſtically- neceſſary; be- 
cauſe, though the man cannot help being drunk 
if he drinks to excels, yet he can help 9 

to exceſs: or, to ſpeak in general terms, thoug 
he cannot prevent the eſfect, WHEN HE HAS 
Abutrrrp the cauſe; yet he can prevent the 
effect, BY NOT ADMITTING the cauſe. However, 
Mr, Toplady, without adverting to this obvious 
and important diſtinction, takes it for-granted, that 
his readers will ſubſcribe to his doctrine of at 
$0LUTE neceſſity, becaule à variety of * 
9 aſlert 
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aſſert ſuch a neceſſity of ConsEQUENCE as I have juſt 
explained. Take the following inſtances. 
1 87 5 % How cAN ye ęſeape the damnation of 
gell?“ Theſe words of Chriſt do not prove Cal- 
vinian reprobation, and abſolute neceſſity: but only 
that thoſe, Who WIL obſtinately go on in fin, 
SHALL. | by neceſſity of conſeguence] infallibly meet 
with the damnation of hell. —-[p. 94] f the Son 
all makes you free,” [and he ſhall uk E us free, 
if we will continue in his word} © ye snaLL” [by 
neceſſity of conſequence] * be free indeed. 
Again, [P. 921 Why do ye not underſtand my ſpeech f 
Even becauſe whilſt you hug your prejudices] ye 
canNnOT hear my word” | with the leaſt degree of 
candor, ] This paſſage does not prove Calvinian 
neceſſity; it declares only, that, while the Jews 
were biaſſed by the love of honour, rather than by 
the love of truth; by necefity of conſequence they 
could not candidly hear, and cordially receive 
Chriſt's humbling doctrine. Thus, he ſaid to them, 
How CAN Ys believe, who receive honour one of another ? 

Ibid. © He that is of God heareth God's words : 
ye therefore hear them not, BECAUSE ye are not of 
Cod.“ Heie is no calviniſm, but only a plain 
declaration, that by neceſſity of conſequence no man 
can ſerve two maſters; no man can gladly 
receive the truths of God, who glady receives the 
lies of Satan, Ibid, ] „Te believe not, BECAUSE 
ye are not of my ſheep.” That is, You eagerly 
follow the prince of darkneſs: The works of your 
father, the devil, ye wilt po: and therefore, by 
neceſlity of conſequence, ye CANNOT do the works 
of God :—ye cannot follow me: —ye cannot rank 
among my ſheep. Again: 


—— ——— — 


* Our Lord, when he ſpake theſe words, did not uſe a bare 
future mowors, which Mr. IT. would perhaps have triumphantly 

. tranſlated' ye SHALL do; putting the word, SHALL' in large 
capitals ; but gere arotcty, a phraſe this, which is peculiarly 
expreſſive of the obſtinate choice of the free-willing Jews. 
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P. 99.] © 1 give my ſerp eternal life and they..." 
Ad Ek” how xt e. Th Toes 
is ehen and cannot be hindered.” — True ;/ it is 
neceſſary, but it is only by neceſſity. of conſequence 2. 
for damnation follows undeltet and diſobedience, . 
as puniſhment does fin 3 and eterhal ſalvation fol- 
lows faith and obedience, as rewards follow good 
works, But this does no more prove, that God 
neceſſitates men to fin or to obey, than hanging a. 
deſerter, and rewarding a courageuus ſoldier, prove 
that the former was abfolutely neceſſitated to deſert; 

und the latter, to play the hero, —OQnee more, 
[P. g.] 7 will pray the Father, and he ſhall give 
vou another Comforter, —whom the world CANNOT re- 
ceive, — [as a Comforter, without a proper prepara- 
tion.] Now this no more proves that the world 
CANNOT ABSOLUTELY receive the Comforter, than 
my aſſerting, that Mr. Toplady cougp Nor take a 
degree at the Univerſity, before he had learned 
grammar, proves that he was for ever abſolutely - 
debarred from that literary honour, IF the reader 
is pleaſed to advert to this diſtinction between a 
\mecefſity of conſequence and abſolute neceffity, he will be 
able to ſteer ſafe through a thouſand Calvinian rocks. 
TyNTH KEY. The preceding remark leads us to 
the detection of another capital miſtake of the or- 
. thodoxy ſ ſo called.) They perpetually confound 
NATURAL neceffity with, what may (improperly 
ſpeaking) be called MorAL necefſity, By natural 
Neceſſity infants are born naked, and colts are 
foaled with a coat on - men have two legs, horſes 
four, and ſome inſets ſixteen, And by moral 
Neceſſity ſervants are bound to obey their maſters, 
children their parents, and ſubje&s their king. 
Now can any thing be more unreaſonable than to 
infer that ſervarits can no more help obeying their 
maſters, than children can help being born with 
two bands P. Is it not abſurd thus to con found 
natural and moral Necellity ? This however Mr. T. 
frequently does; witneſs the following ſcriptures, 
which he produces in defence of a5/olate 1 
| k age 
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Page 62, &c. © e ſthe Lord] made @ deerte for 
the rain, and a way for the lightmng of the thunder, 
)) the breath of God froft is given. Jos. He 
maketh graſs to grow. He giveth ſnow lite wood: 
He ſcattereth the hoar-froft ik? afhes :——who can 
ftand before his cold He caufeth his wind to blow, 
Fire and hatl, ſnow and vapour, Sc. fulfil his word, 
Pl.” From theſe and the like ſcriptures, Mr, T. 
infers, that all things happen „ by a -Necefhty 
reſulting from the will and providence of the 
ſupreme Firſt Cauſe.” . 

That nothing happens independently on that 
Cauſe, and on the providential laws, which God 
has eſtabliſhed, we grant, But this does not prove 
at all the calvinian neceſſity of all our actions, Nor 
does it prove that man, who 1s made in God's 
image, cannot, within his narrow ſphere, fre» 
quently exert his delegated power at his own 
option, by making and executing is own decrees., 

If Mr. T. denies it, I appeal to his own expe- 
" rience and candor, Can he not, by a good fire, te- 
verſe, in his apartment, God's decree of froſt in 
winter; and by a candle, can he nat in his room 
reverſe God's decree of darkneſs at midnight? Can 
he not by icy, cooling draughts, elude the decree 
of heat in ſummer ?—Nay, cannot a gardener, by 
kilfully diſtributing heat to vegetables in a hot- 
houſe, force a pine-apple to ripen to perfection in 
the midſt of winter? And, by means of a watering 
pot, can he not command an artificial rain to water 
his drooping plants in the greateſt drought of ſums 
mer? Again: cannot a philoſopher, acquainted 
with the ſecret laws of nature,'imitate, as often as 
he pleaſes, moſt decrees of the God of nature? Can 
he not form and collect dews, by raifing artificial 
vapours in an alembic? Can he not, when he 
has a mind, cauſe diminutive thunder and light» 
ning by means of an electrical machine? Can 
he not create ice, ſnow, and hoar-froſt, by 
nitrous ſalts? Can he not produce little earth. 
quakes, by burying in the ground iron-filings 
| E and 
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and ſulphur mixed with water? And whilſt he 
raiſes a wind by managing a communication of ra» 
rified air with condenced air, cannot a ſmith do it 
without half the trouble, by working his bellaws? 
— Once more: cannot a phylictan do tn the little 
world within you, what a philofopher does with— 
out you in the world of nature? By availing him- 
ſelf of ſome natural law, is it not in general az 
much in his power | if you ſubmit to his decrees} 
to raiſe an artificial bliſter on your back, as it 1s in 
our gardener's to raiſe a ſallad in your garden ? 
By ſkilfully ſetting the powers of nature at work, 
can he not cleanſe your inteſtines, as yonder far- 
mer {cours his ditches? Can he not, in general, 
aſſuage your pains by lenitives, or lull them aſleep 
by opiates?” Can he not, thi\wgh his acquaint- 
ance with the means, by which God preſerves the 
animal world, often promote the ſecretion of your 
fluids, and ſupply the want of thoſe, which are 
exhauſted? Nay, can you not do it yourſelf, by 
uſing that cheap medicine, exerciſe and by taking 
thoſe agreeable boluſes and pleaſant draughts, 
which. you call meat and drink? To ſay that 
nature cannot be, in many reſpects aſſiſted, and 
even improved by art, is to ſay, that there are 
neither houſes nor cities in the world; neither 
Thoes on our feet, nor clothes on our back, And 
to affirm, that the works of art are as abſolutely 
neceſſary as the works of nature, 1s to confound 
nature and art, and to advance one of the moſt 
monſtrous paradoxes that ever diſgraced human 
reaſon. | 
ElzVEN Tu KEY. Confuſion reigns in every 
corner of Babel. Another capital miſtake of the 
Neceſfitarians conſiſts in their contounding prophetic 
neceſſity, or rather prophetic certainty, with abſolute 
neceſſity. An illuſtration will explain my meaning, 
Mr. Toplady diſcovers a boy, who is obſlinately 
bent unon theft. From his knowledge of the force 
of indulged habits, he foreſees and foretels, that 
the boy will one day come to the gallows; and his 
prediction 
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prediction is fulfilled, The queſtion is, Did Mr, 
T's foreſight, or his prophecy neceſſitate the thieviſh 
2 lO indulge his wicked havit; and might not 
that boy have done like: wany more ? Might he not 
have riclarmed, and died in his bed Calviniſm 
anſwers in the negative, but reaſon and fcriptu:e 
aziee to declare, that a clear foreſight, and a bare 
prophecy, are not of an abſolutely neceſſitating 
Pailre:; A that, of conſequence, it is as ablurd to 
confound aolule neceſſity, with neceſſity of prophecy 
(if Im y ule this expreſſion) as it is to confound 
fete abode of the keepers in Newgate, with the 
nec. ny abode of the felons, who are confined there 
under bars and locks : ina word, it is as abſurd, 
as o confound the neteſſiy of an event, with the 
cerlaun ty of it, Your aukward ſervant has, at 
various times, broken you a number of china» 
plates: that the plates are broken 1s certain, but 
that they were calviniſtically broken, 1, e. that your 
ſervant could-no ways Kaden breaking them all. pre- 
cilely in the manner, place, and inſtant, in which 
they were broken, is a propoſition as abſurd as the 
proof which Mr, T. page 85 | draws from the fol- 
lowin J ſertptures to demonſtrate that our Lord was 
calviniſ}} ically necellitated to lay down his life for 
us: Io then ſhail the ſcriptures be fulfilled, that 
thus it met be? Matt. Xxxvi. 54.” © All thts was 
done, that the feriptures of the prophets might be ful- 

illed, veiſe 56.” To do thele pallages juſtice, 
we ſhould conſider three things: 

(1) The neceſſity of fulfilting the ſcriptures, 
with reſpe&t to our Lord, could never amount to 
the lealt degree of- ab/olute, Calvinian neceſſity; 
for our Lord was no more obliged to give us the 
ſcriptures in order to fulfil them, than Mr. T. is 
bound to "ly me a thouſand pounds in order to 
get my tha: 

. we meet with ſuch ſayings as theſe, 

This that is written usr yet be accompiiſhed in me: 
Ile ſcripture xusr be fulfilled, Sc. if they relate to 

Chriſt, they only indicate a neceftty of RESOLUTIO! 3 
2 1 


if I may uſe this expreſſion : now a neceſſity of 
relolution is the very es 'erle of abſclute nece ſſity; 
becauſe a reſolution is the offspring of free- will, 
and may be altcred by free-will; whereas Caivintan 
necelſiſy never admits of a liberty or power to do 
a thing otherwiſe than it is done. I refolre to go 
out this ev eving. and I write my reſelutiun, but this 
does not imply any abſolute neceſſity: fir ſt, becauſe 
I am at perfect liberty rot to meke ſuch p e ſolu- 
tion, and ſecondly, becauſe I am at pei felt liberty 
10 break it, end I ſhall certainly do it, if ſome 
ſufficient rear detains me at home. 

Take a nobler example: God reſolved to give 
Abraham and his feed the land of Canaan for an 
everlafiing poſſeſſion, and the divine reſolution is 
written, Gen. xvii. 8, and xlviii. 4. But this does 
nor imply the leaſt degree of Calvinian neceſſity e 
for (1 / Reaſon dictates that God was no way obliged 
to form ſuch a reſoluticn; and (2) Experience 
teaches us, that the obſtinacy of the Jews hag 
obliged him to make them know the breach of his 
written reſolution, Numb. xiv, 34. Accordingly 
they are ſcattered over all the world, inſtead of en- 
Joying the promiſed land for an everlaſting poſſeſſion. 

(3) When prophetical layings refer to the wicked, 
as in the following texts, * This cometh to paſs, | 
that the word mighit be fulfilled, which 1s written in the 
law ; they hated me without a cauſe. The jon of per- 
dition is loſt, that the ſerip ure might be fulfilled,— They 
believed not on Him. thut the ſaying of Efatas might be 
fulfilled . Lord, who has believed our report? Theſe 
and the like paſſages denote only a prophetic neceſſity, 
founded upon God's bare ſoreſight of what will 
he; but might as well {nay better] have been 
otherwiſe, Thus I pro hey, that through logical 
neceſſity I ſhall [in Fat A to orthographacal 
nece ſſity] put a colon, inſtead of a full point, at the 
end of the paragraph I am now writing, But this 
double neceſſiiy of prophecy and logic, is io far from 
abſolutely neceſſitating me, that I have almoſt a mind 
10 follow the rules of Ae and to ſhe w by 

this 
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this means, that I am as much at liberty to reverſe 
my prophetic, logical decree; as God was to teverſe 
his propaette, vindictide decree, Jet forty days, and 
Nintoeh” frat be dtſt roytd e C 

However, my dectee is accompliſhed; What was 
an hour ago a future CONLngency, is now matter of 
fact. The preceding period is eoncluded” without a 
full point as certatnly es God exiſts. Should Mr. 
J. cbjeft, that V could foreſee this contingent event, 
becauſe T had a miad to bring it about: 'I reply 
that this does not invalidate my proof: for (1) J 
foreſaw this little event as contingent,” and depend- 
ing on my liberty, and of conſequence I could not 
forciee it as ablolutely neceſſary,——'2) I have a 
clear foreſight of many things, in Which 1 have no 
hand at all. „Thus I foreſce that a man condemned 
to be hanged for murder, ſhall certainly be hangeq, 
whether do the executioner's office or not. Though 
the murderer might be reprieved ; though he might 
make his efczpe, or poifon himſelf before the day 
of execution; yet, from my knowledge of the law, 
of the king's averfion to murder, of the ſtrength of 
the priſon, and of the particular care taken of con- 
demned criminals, my fore-knowledge, that the. 
condemned muraerer {hall be hanged, amounts to 
a very high degree of certainty, Now, if I, whoſe 
fore-knowledye, compared to the fore: knowledge . 
of God, is no more than a point to the infinitude 
ok ſpace if I, who am lo ſhort-ſighted, can with 
ſuch a degtee of certainty foreſee an event, which 
is not abfolutely neceſſary; is it not abſurd, I had 
almoſt ſaid impious, to ſuppoſe, that God's ſore- 
knowledge of events, Rich are not abſolutely 
neceſſaty, may not amount to *ab/obute certamty? 
Cannot God foreſee future: events without yecel- 
fitating them, a thouſand times more clearly than 
I can foreſee what 1 am ſure T ThallTnot ordatn, 
much leſs — 244 namely, that Mr. T's pre- 
Judice will binder him from treating Mr. W. with 
the reſpect due to an aged, laborioas miniſter of 
Chriſte ; AS. ine O. II WOHY: Qu 
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To deny that God's certain knowledge of futuro 
events is conhſtent with our liberty; becauſe we 
cannot underſtand, how God . can' certarnly foreſee 
the variations of our free-will ;>todeny this, I ſay, 
is o deny the exiſtence of all the things which we 
cannot fully comptehend. And at this rate, what 
is it that we ſhould rot deny ? What is it that we 
perfectly underſtand Is there one man in ten 
thoutand, that underſtands how aſtronomers can 
certainly foretel the very inſtant, in which an 
eclipſe will begin ? But does this ignorance of the 
vulgar render allronomical calculations leſs real or 
certain? And may not God {by the good leave of 
the Neceſiitarians) ſurpaſs all men in his fore- 
knowledge of the ations of ſree- agents, as much 
as Sir Ilaac Newton ſurpaſſed all the Hottentots 
in his fore-knowledge of eclipſes ? 
From theſe remarks it appears, that all the dif- 
ficulties, which the Calviniſts have raiſed, with 
reſpe& to the conſiſtency of divine fore knowledge 
and human  free-wzll, ariſe from two miſtakes: the 
ficlt of which confiſts in ſuppoſing that the ſimple, 
certain knowledge of an event, whether © paſt, 
preſent or future, is neceſſarily connected with a 
peculiar influence on that event: and the ſecond 
conſiſts in meaſuring God's fore-knowledge by our 
oben, ard {uppoling, that becauſe we cannot 
propheſy with ahdute certainty, what free - willing 
creatures will do to- morrow, therefore God cannot 
do it. A concluſion this, which is as abſurd; as 
the following argument: We cannot create a 
grain of ſand, nor comprehend how God could 
create it, and therefore God could neither create a 
grain of land, nor comprehend how it was to be 
created,” x 
I have dwelt ſo long upon this head, becauſe it 
is the ſtrong- hold of the Calviniſts, from which 
Mr. T. ſeems to bid defiance to every argument, 
witnels his aſſertion, page 80. “ FoRE-KNOW- 
reborn, undarkened by the leaſt honour of igno- 
rance, and ſuperior to all poſſibility of Miſtake, is 2 
| lin 
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link which draw$8 VAiNC1B At NECESSITY after it.“ 
To the preceding arguments, which, I truſtyfully 
prove the. contrary, I Half add one mote, which is 
founded on plain leripture. 10 16 20116116 % 2379 
So ſure as tlie Bible. is true, Mr. T. is 54 Of po - 
and God's foreknowtedge, far fram being connected 
with “ invancable neck /futy,”! may exiſl, not only with 
reſpett to an event which is not neceſſary, but alfo 
witch reſpe& io an event which is ſo contingent, 
that it never comes to Pals? take a proof of it.“ 
We read, 1 Sam. xxii. 10-12, that David, while 
he was in the city of Keliah, heard that Saul 
deſigned to come and ſur prize him there, Then ſaid 
David, O Lord God of Ifract, Sc. Will Saul come 
down as thy ſeroant hes heard ? And the Lord faid, 
HE WII I comt oowN. Then David fard, Mill the 
men of Reliah deliver eo the hand of Saul? And 
the Lord ſaid, Furt (WILL DELIVER THEE ur. 
When David had received this dduble information, 
he went out of Kelith, and when Saul heard it, he 
did not come to Keliah, neither did the men oft 
Keliah deliver him to Saul. From this remarkable 
Occurrence we learn; (1) That future, contingent 
events are clearly izen of God: (2) That this forge 
ſight of God has not the leaſt influence on ſuch 
events: (3) That God can foretel ſuch events as 
contingent: and (4) that neither fcripture= 
propheſy, nor divine fore-knowledge, have the 
leaſt connexion with Mr. T's ſcheme of “ ab. 
. ſolute,” irrvincible neceſſity;“ ſince God fore- 
knew, that, if David ſtayed in Keliah, Saul 
would come down, and the men of Keliah would 
deliver David into his hands. But ſo far was 
clear fore-knowledge, and peremptory propheſy 
of God, from “ drawing invincible neceſſity after“ 
them, that Saul did not come lo Kelian; neither 
did the men of Kcliah deliver David into his 
hands. I flatter myſelf, that, if the reader attends 
to theſe arguments, he will ſee that Mr. Is 
doctrine of an abſolute connexion between the 
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neceſſity, is contradifted by experience, reaſon and 
ſcripture. 

Twerern Rey. Becauſe no child can help 
being born, when the laſt pang of his mother 
forces him into the light; and becauſe no man 
can poſſibly live, when the laſt pang of death 
forces his ſoul into eternity, the Neceſſitarians 
conclude, that our every intermediate action from 
our birth to our death is irreſiſtibly brought about 
by the iron hands of Neceſſity, * Bat is not their 
concluſion 2s abſurd as the following argument: 
6 John the Bapſift could not ſpeak, when he was 
newly born, nor could he do it when the execu- 
tioner had cut off his head: A5folute Neceſity 
hindered him from forming articulate ſounds in 
the moment of his birth, and at the inſtant of his 
death; and therefore, all the days of his life 
abſolute neceſſity made him move his tongue 
whenever he ſpake?” Let us fee how Mr, T. 
handles this wonderful argument. 

Page 102, 118, Birth and death are the æ ra 
and the period, whoſe interval conſtitutes the 
thread of man's vilible exiſtence on earth. Let 
us examine, whether thole important extremes be, 
or. be not unalterably fixed by the neceſſitating 
providence of God.“ —— nd by and by we are 
aſked ;. If the initial point from whence we ſtart 
and the ultimate goal, which terminates the race, 
be divinely and unchangeably fixed; it is rea- 
ſonable to ſuppole, that any free-will, but the 
free-will of Deity alone, may fabricate the inter- 
mediate links of the chain ?”'——That is, in plain 
Engliſh, Does not God alone fabricate our every 
action, good or bad, from our cradle to our 
grave?“ | | | | 

Page 107, &c, Mr. T. produces ſuch ſcriptures 
a$.theſe, to prove that the free-will of Deity alone 
fabricates the link of our birth. He Jacob] aid, 
Am. I in God's flead to give [a barren woman) 
children ? IIe are my ſons, whom God has given 
me. — I hands have made me and faſhioned me. — 

2. | Thou 
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Thou art He that took me out of the womb. o, 
children are an heritage of the Lord. -1hou haſt 
covered me, Sc. in my mether's womb,——1n thy book 
all my members were written.“ God has fixed 
an exact point of time, for the accompliſhment 
of his decrees: among which fixed and exact 
points of time, are @ time to be born, and a time 
to ate.” | 

All theſe ſcriptures prove only : (1) That when 
a woman 15 naturally barren, like Rachel or Sarah, 
an extraordinary interpoſition of God's Providence 
is neceliary to render her fruitful : (2) That the 
truitfulneſs of women, as that of our fields, is a gift 
of God,-—(3) That children grow in the womb, 
and come to the birth according to the peculiar 
energy of thoſe laws, which God, as the God of 
Nature, has made for the propagation of animals in 
general, and of man in particular,—-And (4) That 
as there is a time to be born, namely in general nine 
months after conception; ſo there is a time to die, 
which [in the preſent Rate of the world] is ſeventy 
or eighty years after our nativity ; if no peculiar 
event or circumſtance haſtens nor retards our buth 
and our death, 

That this is the genuine meaning of the ſcrip- 
tures produced by Mr, I, I prove by the fol- 
lowing arguments. | | ; 
(1) Gud could never calviniſtically appoint 
the birth of all children, without calviniſtically 
appointing their conception, and every means 
conducive thereto; whence it undeniably follows, 
that [if Calvinilm is true] he abſolutely appointed, 
yea neceſſitated all the adulteries and whoredoms, 
with all the criminal intrigues and ſinful luſts of 
the fleſh, which are inſeparably connected with 
the birth of baſe chiidren. Now this doctrine makes 
God the grand author of all thoſe crimes, and repre- 
ſents him as the moſt inconſiſtent of all law-gtvers; 
ſince, by his moral decrees he forbids; and by his 
calvinian decrees he enjoins whoredom and adultery, , 
in order to fabricate the link of the birth of every, 
baſtard child, p pens Ly 
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(2) The experience of thouſands of virgins 
ſhews, that by keeping thbemlelves fingle, they 
may prevent the birth of a multitude of children ; 
and their parents may do it to, for St, Pa ul ſays, 
He. that ftandeth fledfaſt en his heart, having no 
[moral | necey/ity | from his daughter's conſtitution, 
or his ow n low circumſtances] but hath power over 
his own tet! t, and HATH SO DECREED IN HIS HEART, 
that te Will KEEP huts virgin, doth well, 

(3) If women have conceived; by their care- 
leflzeſs or cruelty they frequently may lo oppoſe 
one law of nature to another, as to reverle the 
decree of nature concerniny the maturity of the 
fruit of the womb ; nor can Mr. T. avoid the force 
of this concluhon otherwiſe than by ſaying, that 
God nece ſſitates ſuch cruel mothers to deſtroy their 
unborn children, to fulfil the abſolute decree which 
condemns their unhappy embrios never to come to 
birth. 

When Mr, T. has tried to prove that God has 
calviniſtically appointed the birth of all children, 
he tries to demonſtrate, the manner, moment, and 
circumſtances of every body's death are ſo abſo= 
lutely fixed, that no man can pollibly live longer 
or ſhorter than he does. Thele are ſome of his 
arguments. 

Page 110, * The time drew near that Hrael uus r 
die, Gen, xlvii. 20,” —Yes, he muſt die by 
neceſſity of conſequence + for he was quite worn out; 
his age, which 1s mentioned in the preceding v erſe, 
being 147 years, We never dream that old, 
decrepit men die immortal, Agatn : 

Page 111, 113, & [5 there 1 an ow ed time 50 
man upon earth ?— In whoſe hand is the ſoul of every 
living thing. Man's days are determined'; the num— 
ber of his months is with thee + thou haſt app: inled 
his bounds, which he can not paſs.-——AU tne days of 
my appointed time will 1 wait, till my change comes 
Job. vii. 1. xiv, 514. of you by taking 
thought can add one cubit to the term of life ? Matt, 
vi. 27,'—— None of theſe ſcriptures prove, * 2 

the 
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the free will of Deity alone has abſolutely fabricated 
the link of every man's death. They only indicate: 
(1) That God has fixed general bounds to the life 
of vegetables and animals: for, as the aloe vegetates 
an hundred years: ſo wheat vegetates ſcarce twelve 
month and as men in general lived ſeven or eight 
hundred years, before the flood; ſo now The days 
of our life are threeſcore years, and ten ; and if, by 
reaſon of ſtrength, they are fourſcore years, yet is their 
firength then but labour and ſorrow, Jo ſoon paſſeth 
it away and we are gone, Pl. xc. 10, (2) That as 

no man lived a thouſand years before the flood: 
ſo ng man lives two hundred years now: and (3) 
That, when we are about to die by neceſſity of 
conſequence, &c, we cannot without an extraor- 
dinary interpoſition of Providence, ſuſpend the 
effect of this general decree, Duſt thou art, and unto 
duſt thou Malt return, But to infer from ſuch paſ- 
ſages, that we cannot in general ſhorten our days 
by not taking a proper care of ourſelves, or by 
running headlong into danger, is atting over again 
the part of the old deceiver, who laid, “ Caſt thy. 
felf down (from the pinnacle of the temple) for 
it ig written, Sc. From ſuch Turkiſh philoſophy, 
and murderous concluſions God deliver weak, 
unwary readers! | 


Two arguments will, I hope, abundantly prove 
the falſity of this doftrine, The firſt is, God does 
not ſo fabricate the link of our death, but we may, 
in general, prolong our days by chuling wiſdom, 
and ſhorten them by chuſing folly. Is not the truth 
of this propoſition immoveably founded upon ſuch 
ſcriptures as theſe ? I thou ſeckeſt her ¶wiſdom j as 
ver then falt thou underfland every good path: 
Lr NorRH or Das is in her hand, while untimely 
death is in the hand of fool-hardineſs, Prov. ii. 4, 
9. iii. 16. Aeeß my commandments, for LENOTRH OF 
DAYS, and LONG LIFE, and peace fhall they add unto 
thee, Prov, iii. 1, 2,— Honour thy father and mother 
that thou mayeſt LIVE LONG on the earth, Eph, vi. g. 


—If 


—— 


— thou wilt walk in my bay a will r 
LENGTHEN thy days, 1 Kings, iii. 14,—— Heir Feet | 
run to evil :t=>——=They Lav WAIT: FOR THEIR own 
Brood, and lurk privily for their own lives. So ave 
the ways of every one that is greedy of gain? en 
TAKETH AWAY THE rig of the owners thereof; A 
Prov. i. 16, &c.—A4 found heart it | in many cafes} 
the L1rs OF THE FLESH : but envy the rottennrys of the © 
bones, Prov. xiv. go. Heoce ſo many perſons 
ſhorten' their days by obftinate grief, for the forrow 
of the world worketh death,” Whit numbers of men 
put an untimely end to their lives by intemperance, 
murder, and robbery, and make good that awful 
laying of David? Bloody and deceitful men Hall not 
live out EALY THEIR” DAYS, Plalm, Iv, 231 — 
What multitudes verify this doctrine of the wile 
man! The fear of the Lord PROLONGETH days, but 
the yꝛars of the wicked fat? be s HOHEN, Prov. x. 
27. — Does not the Plalmiſt pray, O my God, take me 
not away in THE M1DST of my days, Plalm cii. 245 
— Does he not ſay, As a ſnail which melteth, fo tet 
the wicked paſs away like the UNTIMELY fruit of a 
woman? And was not this the caſe of the diſobe- 
dient IIraelites in the wilderneſs, who committed 
the fin unto bodily death ? Is not this evident from 
1 Cor. x; Neither let us commit, fornicatuon, as fome 
of them alſo committed, and fell in one day three and 
twenty thouſand, Sc ?P— Nay, was not this the caſe 
of many of the Corinthians themſelves ? For this 
cauſe becauſe he that receiveth the l. ord's-· ſupper 
unworthily, eateth and drinketh a judgment to 
himſelf] many are weak and fickly among you, and 
many ſleep i. e. die. | Cor. x. go? 

My (2) argument is taken from 1ea/on, If God- 
has abſolutely appointed the untimely "death of all, 
who ſhorten; their 6wn days, or the days of othera,! 


by intemperance, filthy dil-aſes, adultery, murder,” 


robbery, treaſon, &c. Kc. he has alſo abſolutely 

appointed ail the crimes, by which their days are 

ſhortened ; and has contrivedall the wars and maſ- 
ſlacres, 


1 


| | 
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a by which this earth is become a field of 
blood. I have heard of fome Indians, who worſhip 
an horned, grinning Idol, with a huge mouth ſplit 
from ear to ear, But the preaching a God, Who 
has planned and nece ſſitated all the crimes that ever 
turned the world into aud aceldama, and a common 


ſewer of debauchery, is an honour that the Mani» 


chees and the orthodox [| fo called] may claira to 
themſelves, | 
Should Mr. T. anſwer, that although © the free- 
wall, of the Deity alone may fabricate” adultery, - 
murder, and every intermediate link of the chain of 
neceſſity; and that, although the generation and 
death of a child conceived in adultery, and cut off 
by murder, is * divinely and wnchangeably fed“ 
yet God is not at all the author # the adultery 
and murder; I defire to know, how we can cut 
the Gordian knot, and divide between adultery and 
the generation or conception of a child born in adul- 
tery; and between the murder of ſuch a child, 
and its untimely death cauled by the cruelty of us 
unnatural mother. 8 | 
From the whole, if I am not miſtaken, we ms 
falſely conclude :—! 1.) That the birth and death of 
all mankind take place, according to ſome provi- 
dential laws :—{(2) That God, in a peculiar manner, 
interpoſes in the execution or ſpon of theſe 
laws, with reſpe& to the birth of ſome men: wit- 
neſs the birth of Iſaac, Samuel, John the Baptiſt, 
& c. (3) That he does the ſame with reſpect to 
the untimely death of ſome, and the wonderful 
preſervation of others; as appears by the awful 
deſtruction of Ananias, Sapphira, Herqd : and by 
the miraculous preſervation of Moles in the Nile 
—of Daniel in the den of lions—of Jonah in the 
whale's belly ——and of Peter in the priſon, (4) 
That if neither the firſt, nor 'the laſt link of the 
chain -of human life is, in general, fabricated by 
the abſolute will of God, it is unreaſonable to ſup- 
pole, that '* the free will of Deity At oN fabricales 
the intermediate _— ——(;) That tg _ 
abit | the 
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the docttine of Providence ſo far as to make God 
ah ſolutely appoint the birth and death of all mankind 
with allo theit circumflances; is to exculpate aduls 
terers and murderers, and to charge God with 
being the principat' contriver,” aft grand abettor, 
ef all the attrocious *etimes," and of all the filftiy 
bloody” eircumſtances, Whielf have accompanie 

the birth and death of ' countleſs myriads of men: 
and therefore, (6) That the doctrine of the 


ab ſolute neceſſity” of all events, which is commonly 


called abfolute predeſtination, is o be exploded as 
unſcriptural, irrational, immoral, and big Witch the 
moſt impious conſequences. However, Mr. T. 
ſeems ready to conclude, that the death of every 
man is abſolutely predeſtinated, becauſe the fall 
a ' witty is not beneath the notice of our heavenly 
Father. And that he thinks fo, appears from his 
"roducing the following texts in defence of ab/alute 
Nectfity. © V n 
P. 81—87, „Atte not two "hana fold for à far- 
thing? and one of them all not fall on'the ground, 
without 'your Father. Matt. x. 29. Not one of 


al 


them, Sc. js forgotten before God, Luke xii. 6.“ 


« 


thus to wound iti. When the emperor Domijian 
Tpent” his time ne 1; thoſe 
Sofelts [20 3 GESfACE 40) HAS" ed e 
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ence, 0 To fuch circuthAiinces, man Maff have 
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Sat. it of 28 16} 0) (5069p v1 to $nitf5ob 213 
aidngm lis io Hi bas fdind Sf) inogqs Winds 
power, tQ, killa fechler, animal. Put, to ſuppoſe 
that, from all eternity Ged made;ablalute, deerect, 
that Domitian ſhguld, lock, himſelf up dnhis aparte 
ment, and kill twenty-three, flies on; ſuch a dax, 
and, foity-fix the next day—that be. ſhould, wring 
oft, the, head of one, which is A weeks; old, and 
with, a pin empale angther, which is thtee months, 
ſix hours and fi fiegn minutes old: —or, to imagine 
that, before the foundation of, the world, the 
Almighty, degtced, that, three. idle boys ſhall play 
the truant.luch,an/afterngan, ig) order to ſeek birds 
neſts z - „that thay hall nd a ſparrows beſt, With 
five young ones j—that, they ſhall torment one 10 
death, that they , ſhall, let another fly away, #hat 
they, ball ſtarve the third, feed the fourth, apd 
give the fifth to, a cat, after having put its eyes out, 
and plucked ſo many feathers out of its tender 
wings; to ſuppoſe this, I ſay, is to und ali by 
overdoing. It is abſurdly, to aſcribe to God, the 
cruelty of ero, and the childiſhneſs of Domitian,. 
for fear he ſhquld. not have all the glory of St. 
Jobn's loye,, and Solomon's wiſdom, Jp a 1 
it is to. make the Father. of hghts, exactly like the 
Prince of darkne/s——the., evil principle of the 
Manichees, who is the fiſt, cauſe of alliniquity and 
wos. Who. can ſuſhciently. wonder, that any good: 
man ſhould he ſo dreadſully. miſtaken as to call ſuch - 
a ſcheme, a chriſlian ſcheme l doktrine according 
be goglingſs./——2 goſpel and the genuine, goſpel: 
too! And when Mr. T., cherges us with athaſm, 
becauſe we cannot bow to the firſt cauſe of all evil, 
does he not betray, as. much Niete as the 
heathens did, when, they.. called dhe primitive 
chriſtians, at lei, merely becauſe. tbe diſciples of 
es e eee eee 
Mr. _ 1, proeuces many i1criptures.,. de S,U : 
nn 1 Boos a ny PW Sn Ne often 


thoſe 

which, I have, animadverted upon 1Þ this letioh. 
But as they, are; equally. miſapp R 
of the wel ve keys which. A have ele nted the 
public with, will eafily reſcue all of them Tiom 
alvinian bondage. So 
E. SECTION. 
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An anſwer to lie capital objrftions of "the Neerfſtavians 


5 ” 9" againſt the dottrine of liberty. 
20 $ IO 33G 6 ve TOLIONS DONIA(NEN BYE | $ 


f eil IN UII 

Ig have broken the unphiloſophical and un ſerip- 

IL tural pillars, on which Mr. T. builds his gende 
of hilofophical and chriſtian 'Neceſhty ;'Ihave 
_ Tothing. to do now, but to anfwer ſome plaufible 
ödjektions, by which the Neceſſitatians puzzle 
© thoſe, who embrace the doctrine of liber). 
I. And firſt, they ſay, that If God had not 
ſecufed every link of the chain of events, it would 
© Fall, to pieces; ard the events Which God wants 
- abſolutely to bring about, could not be brought about 


"Frag whilſt thoſe, which he cefigns abſolutely to 


inder, would take place in full oppoſition to his 

e | a HANOI OO) bas bs n 
But we depy theſe conſequences: for, (t) Nothing 
that. God determines abjolutely to hinder, ſhall ever 
come to pas. Thus he has abſolutely decreed, 
that the gates of hell ſtall never totally prevail 
+, againſt or deſtroy his church, i. e. all true chfiſ- 
 Uans; ond therefore, there will always be'fome 
true chiiſtians upon eafth.— It is his abſolute will, 
that all who by 055 continuance in well going cel 
fer . glory wolf, have” eternat Hfe, and cht alf Cho 
„Fnally ne te& fo great falvation” ſhall feel his 
rat ful indignation ; and therefore none ſhall. 
pluck, the former out of the hands of his remune- 
native mercy, and none ſhall plock the latter ut 

© of the hands of his vindictive Aike. 20 ,ouvgely 
3 (2) *Gad has ten thoufand ſttings at his providen- 
tial bow—and ten thoufandbtidlesan his ptoviden- 
tial hand, 0 curb and manage free- agents, which 
way ſoever they pleaſe to go: and there fore to ſup- 
pole, that he has tightly bound all his creatures 
5 with 


11 0 


Set, 4. e 


with cords of ad/dluts-fieceſſiry, for fear he ſhouldi 
pot be able to manage them, if they had their 
PF n 
"divine Providence the fam | 
timorous gentleman brings upon himſelf, when 
he dares not. vide #/{pinitedIhojſe; any longer than 
a groom leads him by the bridle, that he may not 
rum way with: hisunfkltul. rider, 0) 220\nd 
( 3) Tf things Rad. not, happened one way, | they: 
might have happened another way. e e for 


ene had abſolately-ordered, NAP 25 


„Mond, be; Dav! S . lon ;by; Bat . is e 
„might, . en e His“ 15 At 
9 "Da wid yam mi a0 ul'gry and murder, F 7. 
ebene hays; fauod:,out means of: ng 
Bath ſheba;; to: David,, before. the Way. married to: 
». Uriah iger Goc might Have taken Uriah ! to'heaven 
by fever, and, David could Fer have married 
his, Widow. 4 aln;.u if neuher 1 e nor Pilate 
Had SO rai Lord, he could ave made his 
liße an offeriag Foc, fin, by commanding the Mad 
40 ſhoot a. thouſand. lightning $ upon Pie devoted. 
head, and to conſume him as Elijats's lactißce Ga 
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me ta EEE Toy the, pl u Ys his ral a ; 
importance of w. hich. Manes.. himſelt, mi ght have: | 
> becnaſhamed, Although God uſed Nebuckaaribhvar, 
-: Alcxandery and; Attila, 40, Icourge. guilty nations, 
i and +10, exerciſe. che patiente ot 15 righteous fer- 
vantsg he Was by; no e Felge to ule them.. 
80 


For he might; hay 5 Ne Ld the- 
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angels (who 1£vh, oft:ths, 10 born, the 1 pans, . 
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peſt obje tion of the NeceIitatians:" pass“ we om to 
"another, JON Dee 18 be It 18001 929107 — 00 
55089. 11. "Vf Go Had not neceſetated the fall of 
Adam,; aud Henne hes Un, Adam might have eon- 
tinuedktupotent; ard'then; there would have been 
n need ef Chriſt and of ObriRianity?! Had Adam 
ſtood, we mould have” been 'without Chriſt te all 
eternity: but believers bad rather be born in ſin, 
than be Chtiſtlefs: they bad rather be Mick; than 
have tioiking to do with their heavenly phyſician, 
| and with'the cordials of his ſanctifying ſpirit. 11 
OA RSWER, It is abſurd to | infronate that the 
Father neceffitated” Adam to ſin, in order to make why 
>for the indwelling of his Word and Spirit in the 
heart ot believers,* For if Adam was made in che 
ichsge of God; if God is that myſteribus, ador- 
able, ſupreme” Being, 'whom the” ſcriptures / call 
« Father, Lon, and Holy Ghoſt ;——if the*Father gave 
his Word and Light | to Adam in Paradife, and ſhed 
abend divine love in his heart by the Holy Ghoſt 
given unto him, Adam was full of the Word and 
Spirit of God by creation, And, although the eternal 
Nord was not Adam's Redeemer: yet he was Adam's 
ite and light; for Chriſt, confidered as the Tore 
"of Ged, Ws the wiſdom and power of ſimleſs men, 
ift as he isthe wiſdom and power of holy believers. 
The reafor why man needed not the atoning blood 
of the Lamb in the ſtate of innacenee, was becauſe 


the holy Lamb of God lived in his heart, and jointly. 


with the ſpirit of love, the heavenly dove main- 
tained "there the myſtical kingdom of '1ighteous 
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8 FOR Toplady dargs not produce tb hidden in all 11s 

© farce: he. only bints at it. His own words are, p. 1 0, 

et me give our Free-wiVers a very. momentous hf 7 viz. 

. | That the entrance © of original "fin was one of thoſe effential 
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pegco, an pureqoy in the Holy Ghoſt. Io ſſup- 
pole therefore, that if Adam had not hnned, he 
uud have had, nothing te de withitherlPorgjand 
Spirit of the. Father, ig as abſurd, as.to fancy, that, 
it people didnt. poilon themte}yes, they;would 
have nothing; t do, with health and) cheerfulnels, 
Aud 19:49 nate that Gd naceſſilx brought about 
then in af Adem, ing sder to make, way: forthe 
murder, ot, his, carne Son, is as imꝑpious as to 
inſindaie, that, gur Lord; impelled the Jews, to 
deſpite; the. day, ef their, viſnation, in order 40 
ſecute the, ↄpDortunity of weeping over the hard- 
nels, of their hearts, If, God neceſſitated the miſ- 
chief, inder to temedy it the gratitude of the 
redee ned is partly at an fend and the thanks they 
owe him are only of the ſame kind, with ſuch as 
Mr. Toplady, would owe,me, it. I wantonly cauſed 
him to break; his legs, and then procured. him a- 
good ſurgeon to ſet them. Baut what Mall we, ſay 
of the non-· redeemed ? | thoſe, unfortunate: creatures, 
whom, Mr. Toplady calls the reprobate? Are there 
not countleſsgmyfiads of, thele, eccording to his 
unſcriptutal goſpel? And vbat thanks, do theſe 
- Owe. to the evil Manuichean Cod, wha; abſolutely 
neceſſitates them. io ſin, and aviolutely.debars them 
from any (ſaving. intereſt in a Redeemer, that. he 
may ſend, them uit out fail to everlaſting, burn» 
ings 7 How ſtrangely perverted is the tationaltaſte 
.of Mr. T. Who calls the doctrine of abſolute neceſ- 
Aity..{ which is big with abſolute reprobatian, abſo- 
late wickedneſs, and. abſolute damnation}. a com- 
fortable doctrine! a doctrine of grace !' May we not 
expect next io hear him-ery-up-midn 
as meridian brightneſs ? See, 
But, to return: if it Was neceſſary, that Adam 
ſhould ſin ia order to glorify. the Father by making 
way for the crucifixion af the Lamb of Cod]; is it 
not alſo neceſſary that believets ſhould ſin, in order 
to glorify God more abundantly, by crucifying Chrift 
af reſi, and putting him again to open ſhame? Will 
they not, by this means, have greater need of their 
phy fician, 


, 
j 
: 


yſrcian, make a fulles trial of the virtue of His 

loud ad fing Jowndes, jo heavey? On, how peri- 
lous. ig a dog Which be transforms 
elf dato a, darine, of light, to. bp ort (ths maſt 
hubtle and: pernicious. tengt of the Nati Ae 
Hae fin, that grace, may chown] þ 

5 r. T. has on binted at the e f. 

eding objections, triymphs. much, in that 

Mllows-: it ſhall, therefore. appear, elothed in, oy 
on words, In the contents, of his, bogk Hays, 
MH - he Ea, this name, 19 all” w who 
oppoſe his ſcheme 0 WSA 16 1 more 
2 Manithe au than Menges, 8 e..prgof 
vecurs page 44, in the following, words, . lg, 

Oe. III. „ The old Manichgiſm was. à gentle 
impiety, and. s llender ablurdity ; when, 7 rf 
Wwithithe: modern, Armiaian improvements on, that 

Rem, For which, is worſe ? To, affert, the ex- 


5 ? * 


iflence of, fo. independent Beings, 994 no more; 
on To «ect the exiſtence of about one hundred and' 
fifty miilious: of independent Beipgs, all living at one 


Hide, and molt!.of, hem, waging ſucceſsful War on 
the deſigus of. him that. made them ?—Even con · 
Haing vusſelves to our own world 1 it will follow 


thats Arminian Manicheiim ,, exceeds. the paltry 
Oriental Duality, at the immenſe rate of 150.000 a00- 
to — without rorkoning, the. adult Self-determiners. 


of beſt generations,“ 
Anſe wer. This argume n: oak into a logical mould 


* yield the following ſyllogiſm: 
106 


very ubeing, able 10 determine humfel) is an 


nnd ependentibtin g, and; of. conſequence, 9. od 15 
According id the dottrine of free - will, every o 
eropmmäble: „man ista Being able to determine humfelf ; 
There fore according to- the doctrine of ſree- Will, 
every) accountable; man is an independent, Beang, 
ang; conſequently a God lence it follows, that, 
-2GM anes <itediby: belioving there qu s twp Gods, 
hoſco ho dſpouſe the,deftrine, pf, oP ere 
more groſo Maniebeang than-Manes| him; 5 finge 
he aha een Node c 10 
4 N owdgh ai bliow ad) gu Hiw Obferve 
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Opſerde Mr. Tus confiftericy! Indeed when 
he atfacks Mr. W. and Arwiniatniſw, bo charges 
'bet TY comtadifory] come amiſs to him. 
TH HI Fiftoric proc, Ntminisdifm is at hen; vd 
in his Scheme of neceſtty, Atminianiſm is a ſyſtem, 
WHich" fuppofes countleſs mytiads of Gods i But, 
lettläg this, Paſs,” 1 obſerve, that the pretedimg 
Tyllbgrifn” is a mere ſophiſm; the firſt propoſnios, 
on which all the others depend, being abſolutely 
Falfe: witneſs the following appeals to common ſenſe. 
Is a bor ſe znd-pentent on its maſter, becauſe it can 
dete mine WY to range or lie down in his paſturę ? 
Is Ir. F independent on his Biſhop, becauſehe 
can determlhe Aim elf to preach twice next Sunday, 
ot only onde, 61 not zt all PIs a captain indepe 
Vent on his general, becauſe he can determine himſelf 
td ſtand his ground, or to run away in an efigayee 
met 5. — Fre ſoldiers independent on their colonel, 
Pecauſe they determined themſelues'to lift in ſach a 
company. ls à Negroe flave zndependent on his 
maſtet, or is he a little God, becauſe, When he lies 
down, he can determine himſelf to do it on the left 
fide, or on the right ?=ls an high-way- man à Cod, 
becauſe he can determine himſelf to rob à traveller, 
or to let him paſs without moleſtation? In a word, 
Ate ſubjects independent on their ſovereign, becauſe 
they can determine themſelves to break or keep the 
7 117 03mg TT oat 
Every one of the preceding queſtions pours li 
upon ie abthrdny of Mr, T- ; 's argument. But 
that abſurdity will appear doubly glaring, if you 
conſider three things :z=(t) All free- agents have 
received their life and ſree- agency from God, as 
precious talents, ſor the good or bad uſe of which 
they are accountable to his dig ributive juſtice 8) 
All freevagents ate every moment dependent up 
God, for che preſctvation of their liſe and free- 
agency; tere cbeing ne inſtantz in Which God may 
not reſume all-RHis temporary talents, by requiting 
their ſouls of them. (g He has 1 in 
which he will 1 world * 
- elus 
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1050 Chriſt : e ſhalhb he ibn eofvin 8 all 
moral: agents of their ty os, 8005 > 
and juſtice, by gracioulty Tewardivg, the 11gRteous 
and: juſtly puniſhing rhe wicked, aEcordiny to their 
Works. (4) bn the mean time, he make Wen end 
de of their dependence, by keeping in his ou 
tial hand the ftaf of their bread, Lach ine th Nes 
of their life ſaying to the gteateſt of them,” Ye are 
Gods fin authority over others, 3 e 0 5 
men and after death combs fi 
ridiculous, there fore, to ſup To Auen u pon. "th 
ſcheme-of free-will wen afe inde N Net, 
a8 to aſſert that priſoners, who are go going 10, e 
to moet their law-giver and judge, are i dependent 
upon his ſupreme authority; beeaufe thoſe, who are 
g to be condemned fot robbery or murder, 
determined themſelvet to rob or murder, without an 
antinomian, impulſive decree made by the ir judge; 
and becauſe thoſe, who are going to be rewaxded 
for their obedience, were not neee ſſitated to obey, 
as 2 Wave is neceſſitated to roll along, when it is 
irrectibly impelled by another wave. 

However, Mr. I— fings the ſongs of eas, as 
if he. had proved, that upon the Arminian ſcheme. 
of free-will every man is an independent bring / and a 
God „ Poor: Manes ! [lays he] wich how 'excel- 
lent, à grace do Arminians call thee an heretic t 
Ang: above all, ſuch Arminians (whereof Mr. J. 


Welley 1s one) as a 255 with II 
attetnadiffty or ſs erfe erfethion ere below : or, to 


ule the good old ken phraſe, who aſſert, that 
The Foil Printiple may e Separated Auen, ran 
in this prefent life H 

"The reader will permit me to make a conchiging 
'remark. upon this triumphaut exclamation f Mr. 
Toplady, I have obſerved, that Manes believed, 
there are in the godhead t two coreler val principles 
99 The abſolute fovereignty, of, /e grace, which 

ec ſſitates men to good: and (2) /The'abfolure 
n of — "wrath, Which erde them 


4 
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ab to wrong that the good Principle i in his Deity 
pas © 80 than {the bad Principle; and that the 
lane ngver.be, dillodged-by the former from 
teaſt .of one, ſingle ele. Manes had (Faith 
ale 5 5 that, now. is the day of falvation; 
and hat'C d not death., or atemporary hell} 

, e from tleir ens. Accordingly 
he J erted ed, that nothing unhoty or wicked 
e zhe gogd-principled God:; and thatuone 
fall inherit, e nal light, but ſuch as ſo coneur 
With "the 400 ligkt, as to have the works of 
darkneſs deltroyed in their ſauls. And therefore 
he” maintained. With St.“ Paul, that we muſt be 

22 throughout, and that our ſouls muſt be 
found at death Wamelyſe, and without ſpot: or wrinkle 
of fin; and he held with St. Johr that he who is 
Tuch, born. of. God. | the good principle] Anne, not, 
but keeperh himſelf, and the wicked principle touchet i 

im not, 19, as to lead him into! iniquity, Now, if 
Mr. T,. fo firmly believes in the evil Principle a8 
to aſſert, that, though believers ate ever ſo" —— 

ave; vo other Lord but the good- -prineipl 
God, yet this God can never deſtroy befoſe death 
the works of the ſia - predeſtinatiug God in their 
learts; and. if, on — other hand, the wicked 
9 85 completely. deſtroys all. good in alt 
eprobates, even in this life; is it not evident, 

r. Toplady an W be jultly retorted 
any finds Ne uv iis ovoos EU 

ET ar (500 et g¹,⏑,jw 
LDR; Ferme. 
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* ** Ta ae br. the following 0 in 
e to behold poder, themſelves, br tak a 
refuge in the harbour of Neceſſity. It is neCeſſary, ſay they, 98 
man's will ſhould be free : for without freedom, the will we 
ll at all [i e. no Arte- will fue will d, e "x : | 
grad ang accountable agent Free. agency themſelves belkg 
hut es, 1 010 a gamification 1. a ed .yopstgy 
his in or words, ere 
FG rf 04 he lie 17 1 Na granted à e agam, that 5 


1 
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mere w 3 neceſſity of” nitute 2 rt 5 c 8 55 
nee ſſity of © duty, a ) neceſhty : of dchency, *b- ly = 
venjęnce, Al #523 hu al}. theſe, fans of —— d h m 


47 0 gte neceſliny oſ 0 — — 
Fee fab 5 ne variety of officers about his 


SD, Sect. 4. 
and that, as he aſcribes ſo much more power to the 
evil Principle than to the good; he carries the ſove- 
reignty of the evil principle farther-than Menes 
himfelf did; and is [to uſe his own exprethon' 
a „more groſs Manichean than Manes himſelf.“ 

OB. IV. * Your ſcheme of free-will labours 
under a greater difficulty, than that with which you 
clog the ſcheme of neceflity : becauſe, if it does not 
_ repreſent the -fin-neceſhtating Principle as more 
powerful than the Good Principle, yet it repreſents 
created ſpirits as itronger than the God who made 
them : an impotent, diſappointed God this, who 
ſays, { would—and ye would not." | W 

ANSWER. (1) Theſe words were attually ſpoken 
by incarnate Omnipotence : nor. do they prove, 
that man is ſtronger than God; but only that when 
God deals with free-agents about thoſe things, con- 
cerning which he will call them to an account, he 
does not neceſſitate their will by an irreſiſtible ex- 
ertion of his power, {propter juſtum Det judictum )}. 
that he may leave room for the diſplay of his juſtice, 
as the fathers ſaid :. for his perfections, and our 
probationary circumſtances require, that he ſhould 
maintain the character of Lam giver and Judge, as 
well as that of Creator and Sovereign. And there» 
fore, when we iy, that fiee-zgents are not neceſ- 
ſarily determined by God to thoſe actions, for 
which God is going to puniſh or reward them, 
we do not repreſent free-agents as ſtrongef or 
greater than God. We only place them {ſub juſto 
Dei judicio under God's righteous government, as 
ſaid the fathers, equally ſubjected to the legiflative 
wiſdom, and executive power of their Ommqpotent 
Law giver. 


— 
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pet ſon by neceſſity of decency, of office, of cuſtom, &e. im- 
phes my granting, that he has a certain officer, Who bo- 
lately necefſitatess him to wove juit- as he dees, inſomuch that 
he cannot turn his eyes, or ſtir ore finger, other wile than this - 
imaginary officer dirccts of impels bim. This objection of 
Mr. T. is fo exceflively triſting, that I almoſt blame myſelt 


tor taking notice of 18 cn in 2 etc. i 
eee $6 & (2) Whether 
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(2) Whether free · agen are re warded or puniſhed, 
ſaved or damned, God our Saviour, will never be 
dilappointed for, (1) He will pronounce the ſea- 
te ne: and What he will do himſelf will not diſ- 
appoint his ex pectation. (a] It is as much God's * 
righteous, eternal delign to puniſh wicked, obſti- 
nate ftee- agents, as to reward yielding and obe- 
dient ftee- agents. (3) Every goſpel-diſpenſation 
yields a ſavour of life or death. The ſword of the. 
word is a two - edged {word :'1f it does not cut down. 
a man's ſin, it will cut down his perſon. And 
though Cod, as Creator and Redeemer, does not 
in the day of ſalvation calviniſtically defire the 
death of à ſinner; yet as a holy Law-giver, a 
covenant keeping God, and a "righteous judge, 
he is determined to render to every man according . 
to his deeds eternal life to them, who by patient 
continuante ix well doing feek for glory; but tndlige. 
nation and wrath to them, who do not ovey the truth, 
but obey unrighteoufneſs: and God will do this, 
In the day when he hall judge the fecrets ofi men 
according to the goſpel, Rom. ii. 616. Hence it is 
evident, that the bow of divine juſtice has two 
ſtrings, that each «ſing» will ſhoot its peculiar 
arrow, and that, although God leaves it io free- 
agents to chuſe which they will have, the arrow 
Which is winged with remunerative life, or that 
which carries - vindictive death; yet he can never 
be diſappointed; be will moſt infallibly hitthe 
judicial mark which he has ſet up; witnels the. 
awful declaration which is engraven upon thar 
matk : Theſe obſtinate free - agents] all go wa 
into everlaſting puniſiment : but the righteous, ants life © 
eternal, Malt. xxv. 46. 22. 


Upon the whole, I humbly hope, that whether 
candid readers confider the inconcluſtvenefs of 
Mr. T's philoſfophigal arguments—the injucicious- 
manner in which he bas, preſſed the Scriptures.., 
into the letvice of aifolutzNevefity—por the wee keis 
nefs dt the objections, which he directly or in- 

r G directly 
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directly, makes 2gainſt the, doctripe of liberty ; 
they will lee that his ſcheme is as contrary id tiue 
pbiloſophy, and, o welF-appljed Tctiptere” as the 
b/olute neceſity of adultery and murder contrary 


to good morals, and the ahnte reprobation © ſome 


of our unboin childten fand perhaps of dur Gn 
lguls | is contrary to evangelical "comfort, ness 
. | | g 1111.36 FT „ S Das! enn 
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The doclrine of Neceſſity is the capital error of the 
Caluiniſia, and the foundation of ada,” wretched 
1 fehemes of philoſophy and divinity. Hou nearly 

Mr. Toplady agrees with Mr. Hobbes, the Apoſtle 
| of the Materialiſts in England, with reſpect to the 


Doftrine of Neceſlity.,—Conclufion, 


V E have {cen on what p hiloſophical and ſcrip- 
V. tural proofs: Mr, Toplady ſounds the doc- 
ttine of - Neceffity 5 and if I am not miſtakey, the 
inconcluſiveneſs of his arguments has heen fairly 
ointed out. 1 shall now cloſe: the controverſy 
with that gentleman by ſome. remarks, | which; I 
hope, are not urrworthy' of the reader's attention. 
11) It is not without reaſob that Mr. T. borrows 
from falſe philoſophy, and miſapplied ſcripture, 
whatever ſeems io countenance bis, doctrine of 
Neteſſt) : for that doctrine is the very ſouh of 
Calviniſm, and Cloiniim is, in his account, the 
marrow ef the-golpel; If the, doctrine of | abſolute 
| Neeefity'*te trve, Calvinian election and 19pro- 
Yatibn® are true alſo: if it be falſe, Calviniſm; fo 
Fat as Ve oppoſe it, is leſt winhout ęitlie re prop or 
Foundations! Take away Netrfity from the magern 
\8&Rtines" bf gtace, and you reduce them sto the 
Aeriptar&ſtatndardy Which we follow and of whith 
Arminius was too much aft aid. oO! mad 
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Sect. 3. 1 

(e Thoſe who would fee at once the bar which 
ſeparat=s us fim the, Calviniſts, need only conſider 
the: tallowing,,gueltigns ;—are all thoſe Who Thall 
be dawned, :ab/alutely nece/atated to fin oh and be 
damned ? An are all, thole, who'Thall be faved, 
abſolutely neceſſitaled to work righteoultiefs and be 
eternally ſaved? Or, to unite both queſtions in 
one, Shall men be judged | that is, mall they be 


juſtified or condemned | 1n he Talt day -as=bound 


agents, according to the unavoidable conſequences 
of Chriſt's woik, or of Adam's work f? Or, ſhall 
they be juſtifie! or condemned, according to THEIR 


. o 


own Works, as the ſcripture” "declares? I lay a 


peculiar {ſtreſs upon the words Heir ohn, becauſe 
works, which abſolutely decrees neceſſitate us to 


do, are no longer {properly ſpeaking) /0UR0wN: 
works; but the works of him, who neceſſitate us to 
do ink  - ** Þ 


ſcripturally admit the Calvinjan doctrine of 

fity, and that is, the ſalvation of infants, who, 

be fore they have comminted actual ſin. Theſe we 
grant, ate neceſſarity or Calviniſtically ſaved, But 


(3) There is but one caſe, in Arne of ge 
2 
die 


they will not be judged according to ruEIR WORKS, 


ſeeing they died before they worked either iniquity 


or” righteouſneſs. Their ſalvation, depend only 


on the irteſiſuble work of Chriſt, and his Spirit. 
As they were never called perſonally, to work 
out their own fulvation ; and as they never. per- 
ſonally wrought oute their on damnation; they 


will\all' be ſaved by the! ſuperabounding grace of 


God; chrough the mexritorious infancy, and death 
of the holy child» Jeſus, But ite is an abomipa- 
tion to ſuppoſe, that becaule God can juſtly 
Force holineſs and ſalvation upon ſome in tants. 
he can jaſtly force continued ſin and, eternal 
damnation upon myriads of peaple, by putting 


them in ſuch citcumſtances as abfolutely, neceſſitoſe 


them to ſin on and be damned, I repeat it: 
God may beſtow eternal favours upon perſons 
C 2 | whom 
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whom his, decrees,, . nece/i{ate; ta be, righteaus. 
But he can never inflict eternal  punifoments 
up on perſons, whom his decrees | accoran g to Mr, 
Toplady: s doctrine |] neaſeate lo. be wicked from 
fly H to dat. 

(4) The moderate calviniſts foy indeed, that 
Aidan was endued with free-will, and that God 

did not neceſitate him to lin: but if neceſſity had 
nothing to do with the fill man's obedierice 
and firſt, tranſgreſfion; Why ſhould. it be {up - 
Boſeg, that it has lo much to do with us, as 
abſolutely to beget all our, good and bad works? 
| And if it be pot untesſonable to ſav, that God 
enducd one man with a power 10 Jae ming. him- 
ſelt; Why ſhould we be conſideted as enemies to 
the golpel, becauſe we aſſert, that he has made 
all, men in ſome degree capable of determining 
themſelves; the ſcriptures declaring, that he treats 
all adult perſons as free-agents, or perſons endued 
with the power of lelt. determination? 

(5) Mr. Toplady ard all the rigid Calyinifts 
e indeed, that God's neceſſitalion extended to 
the commiſſion of Adam's ſin, and yet they tell us 
that God is not the Author, but only the p2rmitter 
of ſin. But they do not conlider; that their doctrige 
of abſolute 'necefity leaves no more room for per- 
mi/fibn, than the abfoate decree that a pound ſhall 
- always exadly weigh teen ounces, leaves rom 
ſor a permiſſton of its. weigh ing ſometimes fefbeen 
ounces and jometines ſourteen. Should Mr. Top- 
lady reniy, that logi!ſandecre;, however, leaves 
rum ſor the prrmighun, hat a pound Hall. always 
exactly weigh fixtcen ounces: reply, that this 
is playing upon words; itibe ing evident that che 
word permiſion, in ſuch à caſe, is art ally Put for 
the plainer word neceſſity or ae dec rec. Itiis 
Widend therefore, that although Mr. Toplady aims 
at being more conſiſte at than die moderate; Cal- 
owe ae he is in ſact as rieconb ſtent as the y, ifthe 
denies that, upon the ſcheme of the avjotutke deertes 
PINES by Calvin, ad of the avfulute: 18 7 
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Which he*himſelf maintains, God is properly the 


cont river zuck author of all fin and witkedneſs;® © 
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06% Iris d dul iy ditecty or indirettly all 


ſin at the door of an omnipotent Being, who'is 


fearful” in hibihefs,) an Floribus in proaifes. Nor is 


it lels dangethus to make poor detuded” chiutiſtians 


* 8 ” 4 - V U 
_{wallow* down, as" goſpet, ' ſome of the molt 
dangerbus errors that? ever were propagated by 


* 


ancient or motten inhdele;, We: have alfeady 


{cen the'c pita etror of ances was the doctrine 


of Necety. This doctine was alſo the grand; 
engine, with which Singſa in Holland, and 
lobbec in England, attempted to overthrow! chnl- 
tranity in tlie las Century. {hole two men, who 
muy be called the'Avoſties of modern matertatiſts 


and af, tried to deftroy the Lord's vineyatd, 
by letting lone up it the very eftor, Which Mr, 


trecommends to us as the capital doctrine of 
grace. Spinofa, Tfoys a modern author] will 
allow no Governor of the Univerſe but Neceſfty.“ 
As for Mr. Hobbes, he bullt his materialim upon 


the ruins. of Free- will, and the foundation of 
Neceffity ; hear the above quoted author giving us 


an account of the monſtrous ſyſtem of religion, 
known by the name of Hobbiſn. Freedom of 
will, it was impollible that“ Mr. Hobbes hould 
aſſert to be à property of matter; but he finds a 
very unexpected way to extricate himſelf out of 


the difficulty.“ The propofition againſt him ſtands 
- thus ;, © Freedom of will cannot be a propetty of 
matter; but there ate beings, which have freedom 
of will; therefore there are ſubſtances which, are 


not watetial.“ „ He anſwers this at once, by 


ſaying the moſt ſtrange thing; and the moſt con- 
tradictory to our know ledge of what paſſes within 
- ourſelves,” that perhaps was ever advanced; 
namely, that there is no freedom of wille Every 
effect he ſays, and this is exally-thedattrinevof 
Mr. Toplady, as the quotatious I have produced 


from his book abandaritly prove;] * Every:ellect 


mult 
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muſt be owing” to ſome cauſe, and that cauſe muſt 


produce the elfett vectfanh. Thus, whatever 
body is moved, is moved by ſome other body, 
and that by e third; sad 4 an wihoüt end; 
Ia the fame mboner he, I Mr. klebbes] conclides, 
the will of a balNννtν Agent muſt be MibrakBe 
by ſome other '(extetnal to it, and ſo on without 
end: chere fore that the will is got determined 
by any power of determining itſelf, inherent, in 
irelſz that is, it is not free, tior is there any ſuch 


thing as freedom of will; dutethat all is the act bf 


Receſity,”—<This is part of the actbunt, Which the 
Author of the Anſwer to Lord BolingbreRe'sPhilo- 
Jophy gives us of Mr, Hobbes's deteſtable ſcheme of 
Mert ty and it behoves Mr, Toplady and the Cal- 
viniſts to ſee, if while they contend for their 
ablohite” decrees, and for the doctrine bf the abfo- 
late 'necefity and paſfivencſs of all our willings and 
wottons, they do not inadvertently confound mat- 
ter and ſpin, and make way for Mr. Hobbes's 
materialiſm, as well as for his ſcheme of nec. 


The moment the doftrine of Nec ty is over- 
thrown, Manicheiſm, Spinofiſm, * Hobbiſm, and 
the ſpreading religion of Mr. Voltaire, are left 
wit tout foundation; as well as that part of Calvin's 
ſyſtem which we'obje& againſt. And we beſeech 
Mr. Toplady, and the contenders for Calviman 
decrees, 0 conſider, that if we oppoſe their doc- 
ttine, it is not ftom any prejudice againſt their 
perſcms, much leſs againſt God's free-grace; but 
from the ſame motive, which would make us bear 
our teſtimony againſt Manes,” Sprinoſa,” Hobbes and 
Pottaire; if they would impoſe" their errors upon us 
as *do&rines of grace.“ Mr. Weſley and Tareteady 
to: teſtify upon oath, that we humbly ſubmit” ts 
God's fovereignty; and joyfally glory in the free- 
bels bf goſpeſgraee, which has merci fahly diſtia- 
guiſhed us from countleſs mytisds of our felloW- 
creatures, hy gràtuitbuſſy beſtow ing upon us num- 
berteis favours, of a ſpiritual and temporal part 

which 
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which he has thought proper abſolutely to with hold 
from qur.fellow(creawres, Jo meet the Calvinifts 
on, thezr,,0wn,;ground,, we, go ſo far as ito, allow 
there.1s, 2 Hartig, gratuitous eletion andoreprobations 
By, this ele&tion Chfiſtiags are admitted to. the en- 
J2yment, of privileges ſar ſuperior, o thoſe ofthe 
ews ;,and, according, to this reptobarien myriads 
of beathens ate, ablolutely , cut, off ſtom all; the 
Prer9gatives,, which | accompany God's .covenants 
of peculiar, grace. In a, Wald, we,grant to the 
Celvipiſls, every, Hing they contend for, except 
then ggckrine of abſolute. Neceſſity : na, we even 
Crank the, neceſſary, unavoidable falvation.of all that 
lie anaheir. infancy, And, our love tos peace 
would maße us go. farther: to meet Mr, Toplady, 
if we could, do it wühout giving up the juſtice, 
mercy, truth, and wiſdom. of, God, together with 
the truth; of the [criptures,, the equity of God's 
paradiſiacal and mecdia'orial_ laws, the proapriet 
of the day of j ent, and the reaſonableneſs 
of the ſentences of, abſolution and condemnationg 
which. the righteous judge will; then pronounce. 
We hope therefore, that the prejudices of our 
Calvinian biethren will ſubſide, and chat, inſtead 
of accounting us inveterate enemies to ttuthy they 
will de us the juſtice to ſay, that we have done 
our beſt to hinder them from inadvertently! bes 
trying ſome of the. greateſt truths of chriſtianity 
into the bands of the Manichees, Materialiſts, 
Inſidels, and Antinomiaus of the age. May the 
Lord {haſten the happy day, in which we, ſhall 
no more waſte our precious time in attacking or 
defending. the truths of our holy zeligion but 
bellow every moment in the ſweeteſt exerciſes 
of divine and brotherly love! In the mean time, 
ih, we, mult contend for/the, faith once delivered 
to the laints, let us do it with a plainneſs, chat m 
ellectually detect errorg and with a mildneſa, that 
may ſoſten gur moſt nere LTeſt l 
ſhould tranſgreſs againſt this: rule, I beg leaue once 
more to Oblerve, that, though I have made it 
510 (610qm9! bas Sni! s 10 C10 6! appear | 
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appear that Mr. Toplady's Scheme of Neceſfity is 
inſeparably connected with the moſt horrid errors 
of Manicheilm, Miterialiſm, and Hobbiſm, yet I 
am far from cculng him of wilfully countenan— 
cing any of thuſe errors, If he does it, J am per- 
ſuaded it is undeſtynedly. The badnefs of his cauſe 
obliges him to _coll-&, from all quarters, every 
ſhado of argument to ſuppert bis favourite 
opinion: and 1 make no doubt, but, when he 
ſhall candidly review our controverſy, it will be 
his grief to find, that, in his hurry, he has con» 
tended for a ſcheme, which gives up chriſtianity 
into the hands of her greateſt enemies, and hag 
poured floods of undeſerved contempt upon Mr. 
Welley, who is one of her belt defenders, 


THE END. 


